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�  4th AzETA International ELT 
Conference: Managing the Challenge 

�  News from the SIGs  
�  Teacher Training in Branches 

 

�  News from the Branches 
�  Teacher Training in Branches 

 

�  Miscellaneous 
�  Your column 
�  You will read in our next  issue 
�  Let’s laugh together 
 

AzETA would be very grateful for any 
comments on and/or contribution to our 
News Bulletin. We need your support. 
 
For more information about the events 
above, please contact AzETA at: 
 
Tel.: (+994 12)441 5068 (ext: 1-51)  
Tel/Fax: (+994 12) 441 3632 
Email:   info@az-eta.org  
Web-site: www.az-eta.org  
 
AzETA Head Office is located at: 
Room 322, 3rd Floor 
Baku Slavic University 
25, Suleyman Rustam Street 
Baku AZ-1014 
Azerbaijan 
 

AzETA have branches in����������	���

����
������������������� ������� �

 Inside this issue 4th AzETA International ELT Conference:  
Managing the Challenge 

 
AzETA held its 4th Annual ELT Conference on 10-11 
November 2007 at Baku Slavic University. The 
Conference plaid an importance role in AzETA's life to 
empower as a professional organisation and develop 
further. 
 
As in previous conferences, our partners were the Ministry 
of Education of the Republic of Azerbaijan, US Embassy 
in Baku, British Council, Peace Corps Baku offices where 
the British Council and the US Embassy entered as the 
sponsors of the Conference, too. 
 
The Conference started its work with the opening 
ceremony where AzETA Enjoy Egnlish Club members 
and EAMP students welcomed the participants with their 
poems. Then the representatives of the Ministry of 
Education of the Republic of Azerbaijan, US Embassy in 
Baku and British Council made opening remarks stressing 
AzETA's role in improving ELT in Azerbaijan, as well as, 
the achievements the organisation has made so far. 
 
As AzETA initiated a new nomination to reward its 
members for their volunteer work and encourage others. 3 
AzETA members were awarded with the title Member of 
the Year. These are: Janna Aliyeva (Baku Branch), 
Humay Musayeva (Ganja Branch) and Arzu Huseynova 
(Sheki Branch). They had been nominated by their peers 
and it was a great surprise for them, as well as great 
happiness to be rewarded like this and get their certificates 
in such an important event in front of the representatives 
of the partner organisations. (for more information on this 
nomination, please, visit the below link:  
������������������������������ ) 
 
The opening ceremony was followed by the plenary talk 
of Dr Tony Wright, Head of Postgraduate Programmes, 
School of International Education, College of St Mark and 
St John, Plymouth, UK. The title of his talk was: 
Classroom Management. . The participants enjoyed the 
talk very much as classroom management is one of the 
challenges of ELT in Azerbaijan.  
 
After the plenary session, the Conference continued its 
work through concurrent sessions.  
 
The Conference also created an opportunity for SIGs to 
report to their members on their work in the past 1 year  

1 
�
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and presented their Action Plans for the next 1 year 
period. 
 
On Day 1 AzETA also held its Annual Grand 
meeting where AzETA President made a report of 
the Executive Board for 2006-2007 and presented 
Action Plan for 2007-2008.  
 
Day 1 finished with a Conference Reception in 
Aqua Park restaurant hosted by the British Council.  
 
Day 2 started with the plenary talk of Prof. Dr 
Birsen Tutunis, Istanbul, Turkey. The title of her 
talk was: Learner Autonomy. She actively involved 
the participants in the talk and everybody enjoyed 
the talk very much. 
 
The Conference continued its work on Day 2 
through interesting presentations. The Conferences 
ended up with the closing remarks of the Executive 
Board followed by a raffle, an exciting part of the 
Conference. 
 
We also acknowledge our partners-donors British 
Council and the US Embassy for their unbending 
support to and great co-operation with AzETA. 
Thanks to this co-operation and support AzETA 
goes from strength to strength. 
 
 
Ganja: 
 
In-Service Teacher Training Project 
�

��������� ��
�����������
On 8 December In-Service Teacher Trainers went 
to Ganja. They were Irada Samadova, Gulchohra 
Mehdiyeva and Samira Sadigova . Ten trainees 
from Ganja participated in that workshop. 
 
The aims of the workshop were:  
�  To introduce teachers information gaps 

activities and show advantages working with 
them; 

�  To show how pair and group work can be 
used in different activities and give teachers 
confidence in using into-gap activities. 

 
Irada Samadova began the workshop with the 
brainstorming. I gave some types of gap activities 
to the teachers. Such as The information gap, the 
opinion gap, giving answers, guessing situations 
activity, role play activity. Trainees worked  in 
groups and in pairs. 
 
At the end of the workshop Gulchohra Mehdiyeva 
gave conclusion to the workshop, especially 
emphasizing the importance of evaluating 
students' achievements. 
 
The work of the trainers was really excellent. 
They worked in team perfectly.   
  
Samira Sadigova 
Teacher Trainer 
 
 A  TREE  IS  KNOWN  BY  ITS  FRUIT 
  
AzETA November conference was one  more 
demonstration of the professionalism of its 
members. 
Within a short period of time the number of the 
projects it has joined has grown many times. 
      The NQT project is the one which enables 
English teachers to improve their  practical 
teaching  skills. Though  the project started only a 
year ago its positive results are evident. Thus, 
during AzETA November conference NQT team 
trainers made presentations  on different topics. 
      NQT trainers Gulshan Samadova and Amalya 
Musayeva gave a workshop on the topic “ 
Improve Your Language Skills through 
Listening”. Besides  this  AzETA  NQT SIG 
coordinator Gulshan Samadova made a report on 
NQT project demonstrating the slides, showing 
the history of the project.    
       NQT  project trainees Samira Sadigova made 
a presentation on the topic” Teaching English 
Using Various Techniques”  and Sevda Abuzerli 
made a presentation on the topic”Using New 
Methods for Developing Students’ Outlook”, 
which shows that NQT project is very fruitful  as  
the participants has really improved their 
presentation skills.��
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Newly Qualified Teacher Training Project 
 

      
 
A new round of NQT sessions took place on  
November 17-24 in Baku , Ganja and Sumgayit. 
This was the fourth NQT session. It was on the 
topic:” Teaching Culture. Teaching language. 
Visual Aids”. The participants  demonstrated  
active involvement  in the process of the trainings. 
Their growing professional skills are obvious. The 
example is their participation at the last AzETA 
conference. Some of them were the presenters at the 
conference.The observers : Huzura Agayeva, Hijran 
Huseynova, Gulshan Huseynova and Gene De 
Fosse ((Peace Corps volunteer) noted the growing 
language skills and professional confidence of the 
participants. After each session the results are 
analyzed.  
 
The NQT project AzETA coordinator Gulshan 
Samadova and all NQT trainers highly appreciate 
the British Council for financial support of the 
project and AzETA authority for everlasting 
assistance in organization and arrangement process 
of the sessions. According to the participants’ 
feedbacks the sessions were “highly professional”, 
“well organized” and the participants expressed 
their  gratitude  to the trainers for the well chosen 
visuals and technical equipment. There are two 
more  NQT sessions left. The NQT team plan one 
for  the winter  and the next for the spring holidays. 
The topic of the winter sessions will be:”Making 
Learning Enjoyable and Memorable. Professional 
development, personal development” 
 
Gulshan Samadova       
AzETA NQT  SIG coordinator           
�
�

AzETA continues its charity activities 
 

���� �
 

Lala Mammadova with AzETA Executive Board 
 
 
On 24 November AzETA took place its next 
charity event. The reason of the event was to raise 
funding to help 2 orphans  from Gizildash in their 
education.  
 
AzETA helps Gizildash orphans for developing 
their English language skills.Some volunteers 
from AzETA teach English to them.  
 
Two of these orphans expressed their wish to 
continue studying at a University. For this reason 
AzETA held a charity concert. Famous 
Azerbaijan singer Lala Mammadova offered a 
solo charity concert to support these orphans. 
 
So, the concert took place on 24 November. A lot 
of students, pupils from different schools were 
eager to to buy tickets to support these orphans. 
They know that one helpful step will help two 
students. They are very happy because two 
students are happy. Now they have smiling faces, 
they hope for goodness in future, they know that 
they have a lot of friends who wants to help them. 
Their hearts are full of joy and happiness.” A 
friend in need is a friend in deed.” 
 
All AzETA members were very active to promote 
this charity event. They invited some of their 
friends to participate in concert. 
 
AzETA President Ragsana Mammadova opened 
the concert and welcomed all the guests and 
famous singer for coming to the concert.  
 
�
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�
�

Lala Mammadova with concert participants 
�
�
It was very interesting concert. It was AzETA’s 
one more charity action to help these orphans. 
They wanted to help Gizildash children. AzETA 
donates money and spends time with the children. 
Its active members find time out of their very busy 
schedule to help these orphans. They invited many 
famous people to charity event. They donated 
money for the children’s shelter. 
 
Community Shield Azerbaijan was the first to join 
this charity action of AzETA. They also support 
Gizildash children a lot and are always there when 
AzETA has any initiative for these orphans. 
 
Organisational support for the concert was made 
by Trend News Agency.  
 
All in all, 970 AZN was generated through the 
concert. 
 
 

EAMP Students Celebrate Xmas 
�

�
�
On 15 December EAMP students were very busy 
and excited. They waited for the arrival of the 
Santa Clause and Snow Maiden. They were very 
busy and excited because they had also many 
presents for Santa Clause and for the guests. 
Because they had learned a lot of poems, songs, 
dialogues in English for him. It was a very 
wonderful party. All the students from different 
EAMP regions came to Baku Slavic University. 
Because they also had a chance to participate in 
that event, because they are also the students of 
Micro Scholarship Project. 
 
All the students looked forward to Santa Clause 
to finally come He came. The students danced, 
performed the plays, sang songs, and recited 
poems. And all in English! 
 

Santa Clause soon will come, 
In his gazing reindeer. 
EAMP is happy to see, 

His new colored presents. 
 

*** 
 

Santa Clause listens and says 
Now, you are my dear friends, 

You can sing and dance and say 
Our American songs. 

 
Santa had presents for all participants. But he had 
special presents for those who performed better. 
He promised to come again at the end of 2007 to 
celebrate next Xmas. 
 
It was a memorable day for all EAMP students as 
it was their first opportunity to come together, 
meet one another and have a competition of their 
English skills. 
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EAMP CLASSES CONTINUE 
�

�
�
 
EAMP students will continue their lessons with the 
support of the US Embassy in Azerbaijan in 2007-
2009. Last year we had EAMP groups in Baki, 
Mashtaga, Lenkaran and Gebele. But this year the  
number of the groups increased and besides former 
ones we have groups in Nardaran and also in other 
AzETA branches in Ganja, Shaki, Khachmaz and 
this time with 6 students in each group. AzETA, 
Baku branch organized 2 groups from Project I and 
8 new groups from Madrasa schools. At the 
beginning of the classes students will be tested for 
dividing them into levels. 
 
2 groups from the Project 1 will have lessons on 
World English Volume II, but the new ones will 
start their lessons on World English Volume I .  
 
Besides these books they will learn a lot of from 
additional materials about the USA and other 
English speaking countries’ geography, people, 
traditions, customs, political and social life.  
 
Students understand that learning English is very 
important for their future.    
 
As in the previous Programme, there will be 
different enrichment activities, as well as, four-
week non-residential summer camp in July 2008. 
 
 
Gamar Rustamova.  
EAMP Co-ordinator 
 
 

Exchanging and Teaching Across Borders 
 

������ �
AzETA members - TEA Finalists in the USA 

�
The US Department of State and IREX (the 
International Research and Exchanges Board) 
announced this year an open competition for 
secondary school teachers of EFL and social 
sciences for Eurasia/South Asia Teaching 
Excellence and Achievement Program (TEA). 8 
English teachers from Azerbaijan participated in 
this professional development program for 6 
weeks. We were five AzETA members: Adalet 
Musayeva  and Muzaffar Nasrullayev – Sheki 
Branch, Farida Huseynova, Tarana Aliyeva and 
Rasmiyya Mehdiyeva - Baku Branch.  
 
This huge program included effective 
coursework and intensive training in teaching 
New Methodology, Curriculum Writing, 
Multiply Intelligences, Learning Styles, New 
Assessment Tools, New Lesson Plans, teaching 
strategies for participants’ home environment, 
educational leadership, as well as the use of 
computers for Internet, word processing. First we 
were in Washington Dc for 3 days to attend 
opening conference in Callodaut University.  
 
Then we were involved to participate in the 
courses of  learning overview of the US System 
of Education, especially Nebraska Public Schools 
Governance System at the University of 
Nebraska-Lincoln. This program included 3- 
week internship at secondary schools to engage 
usactively with American teachers and students. 
Farida Huseynova and  Muzaffar Nasrullayev  
were in North Star High School, Tarana Aliyeva 
and Tahir Asadov (from Bilasuvar) were in 
Lincoln High School, Rasmiyya Mehdiyeva was 
in Goodrich Middle School. 
 
We had an opportunity for cultural exchange, 
too, where we sang Azerbaijani songs, prepared 
food from Azerbaijan cuisine. 
�
�
�
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We gave power point presentation about our 
country’s truth of history, symbols, traditions, 
culture and education system at each school.  
 
Before leaving Nebraska we set ethnic dinner, 
farewell party and showed our appreciation for 
opportunities we have had in Lincoln.  A spirit of 
international friendship was evident at the party. 
Rasmiyya khanum showed a very nice dinner 
table, Tarana khanum cooked and demonstrated 
our pakhlava, shakarbura and gogal and danced 
our national music before guests. Joe McNulty was 
our project director, supported us and gave good 
information about TEA effectiveness. He always 
tried to involve us cultural events, make useful and 
busy schedule. He likes to joke and gives a good 
emotion to everybody. Our trainer Janine Theiler 
praised our participation, our experiences. She was 
really a good motivator, she is very supportive and 
strong person, every time  encouraged us to reflect 
our practice, skills. A lot of good trainers and 
professor presented us very valuable workshops 
and seminars. We were awarded as the title of 
“Honorary Citizen” by the Lincoln City Mayor-
Chancellor.We visited very nice places: Sunken 
Garden, Omaha Zoo, Capitol of Lincoln,Holmes 
Lake, Omaha Space Museum etc. Lincoln 
University Human Science faculty dean invited us 
to her house and gave us a great supper.Before 
leaving we were in host families and got to know 
American families’ kitchen rules, traditions and 
religion. Doctor Harnish - a very kind 
teacher/trainer helped and supported our teachers. 
Finally on the 3-th of November we were in 
Alabama-all TEA alumnus final Conference. We 
presented our country’s presentation, sang a song 
“MY soul Baku-Azerbaijan”. We took pictures, set 
our national table: map, flag, places of interest of 
Azerbaijan etc. We were given certificates Lincoln 
University,  US State Department and  IREX 
Program Organization. 
 
We all- Azerbaijan teachers are thankful for 
experiences in Lincoln, opportunity to learn new 
teaching techniques, new international friends at 
LPS.      

 
 

Farida Huseynova 
SIGs Co-ordinator 
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    LearntobeHealthy.org launches online 
nutrition and physical activity lesson plans 

Interactive lessons for 4th-6th graders aimed at 
combating Obesity and sedentary lifestyles 
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YOU WILL READ  
IN THE NEXT ISSUE 

 
·  iERN on-line courses 
·  Enjoy English Club 4th 

Conference 
·  Lisa Harshbarger, Regional 

English Language Officer visits 
Azerbaijan 

·  Voices from the regions 
·  News from SIGs 
·  News from the Branches 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

NOW IT IS TIME TO LAUGH 
 

��� � ���� ��� � ���� ��� � ����
 

Christmas Parrot��
 

One day a man walked into a bar and sat down 
next to a guy with a parrot on his shoulder.  
 
The bartender said, "Cute parrot, does he talk?"  
 
The guy with the parrot says, "He does more than 
just talk, watch."  
 
The guy lit a match and placed it under the 
parrots left foot. Then the parrot started singing 
"Jingle Bells", it was a Christmas Parrot.  
 
The guy then placed the match under the right 
foot and the parrot then started to sing "The 12 
days of Christmas."  
 
The bartender said, "That's incredible". He then 
asked, "What does he say when you place them 
between his feet?"  
 
The guy said, "You know I never tried that, let's 
see."  
 
When the match was placed between the feet of 
the parrot the parrot began to sing a familiar 
tune... "Chesnuts roasting on an open fire."  
 
 
���

 


