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� AzETA Study tour to Khachmaz 

 

� Meeting of the ELT stakeholders in 

Azerbaijan 

 

� Generous donation by Peace Corps 

 

� Donation of books by the British 

Council 

 

� News from the SIGs  
� EEC celebrates International Day of 

Defence of Children 
 
� News from the branches 

 

� Your column 
� You will read in our next issue 

� Let’s sing together 

 

AzETA would be very grateful for 

any comments on and/or 

contribution to our News Bulletin. 

We need your support. 

 
For more information about the events 

above, please contact AzETA at: 
 

Tel.: (+994 12)441 5068 (ext: 1-51)  
Tel/Fax: (+994 12) 441 3632 

Email:   info@az-eta.org  

Web-site: www.az-eta.org  
 

AzETA Head Office is located at: 
 
Room 322, 3rd Floor 
Baku Slavic University 
25, Suleyman Rustam Street 
Baku AZ-1014 
Azerbaijan 

 

 Inside this issue Study tour of AzETA Branches 

 
Khachmaz: 

 
Until 2005 AzETA branches functioned separately. The 
only chance for them to come together was AzETA 
conferences. 
 
In order to establish co-operation among its branches, it 
was included in AzETA Action Plan for 2005-2006 to 
organise study tours among AzETA branches. The aim 
was to share experiences, problems and help one another 
in finding solutions to certain common problems. A 
learning opportunity was also created for the members 
through the workshops given by the British Council 
teacher trainers who joined all the study tours. The 
participants of these tours were usually the members 
involved in management of their respective branches. 
 
The last study tour intended in the Action Plan was to 
Khachmaz Branch. As it was the last one in this school 
year, AzETA decided to organise it something like a 
regional seminar. AzETA invited Andy Keedwell, 
English Language Support Manager from the British 
Council, Armenia as the plenary speaker of the event. 
Some AzETA members were also given a chance to give 
presentations.  
 
There were 70 participants from different regions of 
Azerbaijan including, Baki (25, including Andy Keedwell 
and 3 British Council Teacher Trainers), Ganja (5), 
Yevlakh (2), Sheki (5), Mingechevir (5), Khachmaz (22) 
and Khudat (6). 
 
The event started with an opening session where the Head 
of Education Department of Khachmaz Region thanked 
the organisers and sponsors of the event emphasising the 
importance of such events in the lives of not only the local 
teachers, but also their students, and the whole region. 
 
After the opening ceremony children from different 
schools of Khachmaz sang songs, recited poems and 
demonstrated a performance in English. The children were 
very excited, especially for doing all this in front of the 
native speakers. 
 
After the children’s performance Andy Keedwell had his 
plenary talk titled Teach, learn and associate. It was a 
very interesting topic describing teachers as learners, how  
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teaching and learning associates, also the 
importance of associating, including associations 
and their impact on the teachers' professional 
development. 
 
SIG leaders had also half an hour slot to inform the 
participants on their mission, activities and future 
plans. 
 
After the lunch the participants had a chance to 
attend different sessions on ELT given by AzETA 
members and British Council teacher trainers. 
 
In comparison with the previous four study tours. 
AzETA sought funding for this study tour as it was 
a more regional seminar than a study tour. The 
sponsors of the event were the British Council and 
the US Embassy. As always, AzETA also 
contributed to the event through volunteer work and 
providing stationary support. 
 
Impact of all these study tours was: 

• Now there is a managing committee in each 
branch. 

• Now branch managing teams know each other 
very well. 

• After each study tour the members were much 
clearer about AzETA mission and activities to 
meet the needs of the organisation and 
individual members. 

• The study tours empowered the branches, in 
particular, the managing team more. 

• The study tours demonstrated the power of 
united efforts and empowered the branches. 

• The study tours enabled members to regularly 
be informed on the events to take place in the 
branches, as well as, in the AzETA Head 
Office. 

• The study tours enabled the managing team of 
each branch to visit other branches and 
compare their work and working conditions. 

• Last, but not least, the study tours enabled non-
branch members who joined the study tours to 
learn more about AzETA and its branches, and 
how to establish and run a branch. 

 

AzETA extends acknowledgement to the 
donors of the event for supporting AzETA to 
finish the school year with such a big and 

important event. 

Meeting of the ELT stakeholders 
 

ELT stakeholders held their next meeting in the 
British Council office on 4 May. The representing 
organisations included the host, US Embassy, 
ACCELS, Peace Corps. AzETA was also 
represented at the meeting.  
 
Each organisation briefed on the work they have 
done since the last meeting and informed on their 
planned activities/projects. AzETA also informed 
the participants on its latest achievements, 
forthcoming events, projects to be implemented. 
 
It was very pleasant to hear the organisations’ 
report on their work where they all emphasised 
the projects implemented in collaboration with 
AzETA. 
 
It was agreed to organise a round-table of ELT 
stakeholders at the AzETA 3rd Annual Conference 
to be held on 8-10 September.  
 

Generous donation by Peace Corps 
 

AzETA closely co-operates with the US Peace 
Corps organisation. The main area of co-operation 
is through the Peace Corps Volunteers who work 
in different regions of Azerbaijan. Thanks to their 
great support AzETA branches in the regions  
function successfully. They render all kinds of 
assistance to the branch managing teams, as well 
as to every individual member from 
organisational management to teaching ELT 
communicatively. 
 
Apart from this assistance, recently Peace Corps 
rendered technical assistance to AzETA and 
donated second-hand computers to all AzETA 
branches. Besides the AzETA Branches, two 
computers were generously donated to Technical-
Vocational Lyceum #8 in Qizildash, which is a 
target Lyceum for AzETA where AzETA English 
Project has been implemented since 2004. 
 
This kind donation was the result of team work of 
AzETA’s friends who work at the Peace Corps. 
These are Flora Poladova Training Co-ordinator, 
Nigar Baimova Project Manager and Tural 
Mammadov, Project Assistant. 
 
Zoltan Szigethy, Peace Corps Country Director 
met the Executive Board members who went to 
sign the contract and collect the computers. He  
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mentioned the importance of NGOs like AzETA 
and stated that co-operation between AzETA and 
Peace Corps will develop further.  
 
AzETA extends acknowledgement to all Peace 
Corps staff and feels very proud of this co-
operation. 

 

Donation of books by  

the British Council 

 
The British Council made again generous donation 
of over 100 books to AzETA library. This time half 
of the books came from the personal library of 
Darren Priest, the British Council teacher. Thanks 
to all these donations AzETA library is the richest 
library of ELT books in the whole country. Some of 
these books will be taken to AzETA branches, some 
of them will be kept for the new branches AzETA 
is intending to open in the coming year in 2 or 3 
regions. These books will be an asset for the 
teachers of these regions. 
 
AzETA acknowledges the British Council and its 
staff for their unbending kind support.  
 
Thanks to the support from all these international 
organisations AzETA’s recognition throughout the 
country grows and thus, the number of its members 
increases. AzETA will do its best to keep these 
relations at the level it is and develop it further to 
help towards the world become a better place for all 
of its citizens. 
 
 

NEWS FROM THE SIGs 
 

Young Learners:    

 

A FRIEND IN NEED 

IS A FRIEND INDEED 

 
AzETA started a fundraising marathon in March , 
2006 with the aim of organising a summer camp for 
the orphans-beneficiaries of AzETA English 
Language Project. AzETA organised such a 
summer camp in August 2005. (More information 

on that summer camp is available on Archive page 

of our website).  
 
To make the marathon more interesting, AzETA 
Young Learners Special Interest Group held a 
writing competition among the Enjoy English Club  

members. In collaboration with the AzETA 
Testing and Assessment SIG the selection 
committee awarded 1 member of EEC (Nermin 
Ismayilova) with the second prize and 2 members 
of EEC (Ozal Aliyev and Slava Cherkashin) with 
the third prize. The awards were presented to the 
winners on the 1 June. On this date AzETA held a 
charity concert dedicated to the International Day 
of Defence of Children. With the kind support of 
AzETA members Qizildash children-beneficiaries 
of AzETA English Project for the orphans 
residing in the dormitory of the Technical-
Vocational Lyceum #8 in Qizildash could also 
join the concert. Famous singers of Azerbaijan 
Flora Kerimova, Aygun Beyler, Samed Samedov 
with his trio, Aslan, Qorxmaz Alili, “A” Trio, 
Ehli-Beyt and Nur music groups, Canbala 
children's music group, Mugam Teatri (Mugam 
Theatre) with its music group and others sang 
songs and encouraged the children to dance. 
 
Special guests of the concert were Quinta 
Woodward of Community Shield Azerbaijan, 
Cultural Attaches of the Embassies of Turkey and 
Japan, Eddie McGee, Senior English Language 
Fellow, Catherine Tompson, short-term English 
Language Fellow of the US Embassy. We 
acknowledge all of them for their support. 
 
Qizildash children had a chance to take photos 
with some of the singers, Quinta Woodward and 
their English teachers. 
 
The concert was broadcast by Muz-Express 
programme of ITV (Public TV). 
 
For their great support to the marathon, as well as 
to the charity concert AzETA acknowledges: 
 
1. Community Shield Azerbaijan (donated $150) 
2. Eddie McGee (donated $100 from his 

enhancement budget) 
3. All the staff of the British Council (collected 

160 AZN) 
4. Elmira Ilizarova, AzETA member (donated 

$20) and her students (donated 26 AZN) 
5. Ragsana Mammadova, AzETA President 

(donated 50 AZN) 
6. and all the participants of the concert thanks 

to whom income in the amount of 238 AZN 
was generated. 

 
AzETA also acknowledges all the above singers 
for their support to the concert. 
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Special acknowledgement goes to Dilara 
Bunyatova, AzETA First Vice-President, Hijran 
Huseynova, AzETA Vice-President, Humay 
Mirzayeva, Leader of AzETA Special Interest 
Group on Adult Learning, Nushaba Bakhshiyeva, 
Teacher of AzETA English Project in Qizildash, 
Irada Shafizade, AzETA member-announcer of the 
concert for their great support in organising the 
marathon and the charity concert.  
 
P.S. The marathon will continue until the day of 

the summer camp which is scheduled for the 

early August. If you want to contribute, you 

may do so. Please bring your donation to 

AzETA Head Office at Baku Slavic University.  
 
 

NEWS FROM AzETA BRANCHES 
 
Baki:  Which is also AzETA’s Head 

Office is very busy for preparing  
for the forthcoming AzETA 3rd Conference. The  
Branch also prepares for the Enjoy English  
Summer Camp intended to be organised in early  
August for its beneficiaries-orphans from  
Qizildash Vocational-Technical Lyceum. 
 
Ganja:   Workshops of native ELT  

professionals continue. The 
Branch has already issued its second News 
Bulletin (to read the News Bulletin, visit the 

Branch page at the AzETA website). 

 

Khachmaz: The newly selected management 
team organises regular meeting 

with the local English teachers to promote the  
Branch in the region. They also work on  
developing an action plan of the Branch for the  
next one year period. 
 

Mingechevir: The Branch office is 

temporarily closed  

due to the repair in the building of the  

Teachers’ University where the Branch  

office is located. Yet, the Branch  

management team continue their  

meetings, workshops, activities in the  

premises of different schools to keep the  

members informed on the forthcoming  

AzETA events. 
 
Sheki: Co-operates closely with the Peace 

Corps Volunteers to get some  
funding for the improvement of the Branch  
resource centre. 

AzETA welcomes 

 
Catherine Thompson is a short-term 

English Language Fellow of the US Embassy 
based in Ganja. She has arrived in Azerbaijan 
and will stay for 6 months in Ganja to continue 
well-established relations by his predecessor 
Eddi McGee who is leaving Azerbaijan soon. 
 
Catherine is a ighly motivated and energetic 
professional with international teaching 
experience, seeking a challenging position in the 
field of ELT and youth programs in a 
multicultural environment. 
 

• Experienced administrator of youth 
exchange programs 

• Thrive in multicultural settings with 
challenging situations and 
environments 

• Strong organizational and 
coordination skills with ability to 
motivate others to excellence 

• Lifelong commitment to the 
promotion of social change around 
the world through education 

• Languages: native English speaker, 
fluent in German, knowledge of 
French, Arabic and Turkish 

• Extremely interested in religious and 
ethnic conflict transformation, 
particularly in Asia and Europe 

 

She is the candidate for Master of Arts in 
International Education  and obtains Bachelor’s 
Degree of Arts, German and Biology. 
 

She has worked as a long-term Substitute 

Teacher, at Cony High School in Augusta, ME 
in 2004-2005 and Fulbright Teaching Assistant 

at Gymnasium Puchheim, Puchheim Germany in 
2002-2004. 
 
Before arriving in Azerbaijan she was introduced 
to AzETA and showed interest in co-operation. 
As soon as she arrived in Azerbaijan she 
participated in the Charity Concert on 1 June to 
demonstrate her solidarity for the AzETA “A 
Friend in Need is A Friend Indeed” marothon. 
 
We welcome Catherine to Azerbaijan and hope 
that AzETA, in particular its Ganja Branch will 
benefit from her expert knowledge and support. 
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YOUR COLUMN 
 
Try 
 
Try activity is a game that will help to develop 
your students' pronunciation. It comes complete 
with downloadable sample materials. 'This is a 
game to practise the vowel and diphthong sounds 
of the English sound system and the various ways 
in which these sounds are spelt. This is done 
through asking learners to identify words that 
rhyme, a challenging exercise for low levels, 
especially if the words are homophones.' 
 
http://www.teachingenglish.org.uk/try/prontry/bloc
k_buster.shtml 
 
Downloads - Quiz 

 
This Quiz is designed to develop your students' 
understanding of Internet-related vocabulary. You 
can download this and many other quizzes from: 
http://www.teachingenglish.org.uk/download/quizz
es.shtml 
 
Talk - Q & A 
 
We have some of your answers and suggestions for 
helping tongue-tied students. 
http://www.teachingenglish.org.uk/talk/questions/t
ongue_tied.shtml  
 
The World Cup 

 
To find World Cup materials for learners of all 
ages, have a look at this list of links to materials on 
other British Council sites: 

http://www.britishcouncil.org/learnenglish-

world-cup-2006-content-lozenges.htm  
 

 
TOEFL® Practice Online  

 
http://www.aca-secretariat.be/07links/links.htm 
This website of the Academic Co-operation 
Association in Brussels has links to many 
International Education Associations in Europe.  
 

 
 

 
 

Topics in Education 

Practical strategies for teachers and 

administrators 

flash required Do I have Flash?  

 

Classroom Discipline Strategies 

Classroom management strategies and positive 
discipline techniques. . . view course »  

 

Differentiated Instruction 

Meet the needs of all of your students so that they 
can be successful. . . view course »  

 

Integrating the Curriculum 

How and why you should integrate the 
curriculum. . . view course »  

 

Motivating Students To Learn 

Real-world tips and strategies you can use in 
your classroom. . . view course »  

 

Test Preparation Strategies 

Prepare students to perform to the best of their 
ability. . . view course »  

 

Vocabulary Strategies for English-

Language Learners new!  

Challenges faced by ELLs in mastering academic 
language and vocabulary. . . view course » 
 
Other useful links: 
 

http://www.britishcouncil.org/eltecs 
 
http://www.teachingenglish.org.uk 
 
http://searchenglish.britishcouncil.org 
 
http://www.britishcouncil.org/languageassistant/ 
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AzETA Bids farewell 
 

To 
 

• Anne Chapman 

• Erika Sigvallius  

• Simon Best 
 
They were Teacher Trainers of the British 
Council. Since working in Azerbaijan they 
have closely co-operated with AzETA 
contributing to its regional visits, study 
tours. Sometimes these visits were very 
tiring due to long distance, inconvenient 
roads. Yet they never complained of these 
cons of the visits, would always think of 
the pros of them. They knew that the 
teachers in the remote regions needed 
them, their expert skills and they were 
always ready to share their expert 
knowledge with them.  
 
Now they are leaving Azerbaijan and us 
with lots of fond memories and of course, 
having empowered us as ELT  
professionals. 
 
AzETA acknowledges them for their 
invaluable unbending support and wishes a 
safe, nice journey and best of luck 
wherever they go. 

 

YOU WILL READ  

IN THE NEXT ISSUE 

 

1. AzETA Media Co-ordinator’s 

participation in Teachers’ 

Associations Conference in 

Ashgabat, Turkemenistan 
 

2. AzETA Editor-in-Chief’s 

participation in Teacher 

Development Summer Institute in 

Ukraine 
 

3. Enjoy English Summer Camp 2 
 

4. And ……….  more 

 

NOW IT IS TIME TO SING 
 

☺☺☺☺ ☺☺☺☺ ☺☺☺☺ 
 

YESTERDAY 

 

 

1. Yesterday  
all my troubles seemed so far away 

Now it looks as though they are here 
to stay 

Oh, I believe in yesterday. 
 

Suddenly, I am not half the man I used 
to be 

There is a shadow hanging over me 
Oh, yesterday came suddenly. 

 
 

Refrain: 

 
Why she had to go, I don’t know 

She wouldn’t say. 
I said something wrong 

Now I long for yesterday 
 
 

2. Yesterday  
love was such an easy game to play 

Now I need a place to hide away  
Oh, I believe in yesterday. 

 
 

Refrain: 

 
Why she had to go, I don’t know 

She wouldn’t say. 
I said something wrong 

Now I long for yesterday 
 
 


