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# 

 
Project title 

 
Project aim 

# of beneficiaries  
Project region 

 
Project 
period 

 
Grant 

amount 

 
Funding 

  
PROJECTS 

 
IMPLEMENTED  

 
IN 2003 
 

    

1.  Workshops on Active 
and Interactive Methods 
of TEFL 

Raise participants’ 
awareness of active and 
interactive methods of 
TEFL 

 
120 

6 regions of 
Azerbaijan: 
Sumqayit, Sheki, 
Khachmaz, Ganja. 
Lenkaran, Qebele 

 
Sept 2002 – Mar 
2003 

 
$3,500 

 
British Council 
managed Hornby 
Educational Trust 

 
2. 

 
Mini-Conference 

 
Preparation for the 1st 
South Caucasus ELT 
Conference 

 
30 

 
Zugulba Recreational 
Centre, Baku 

 
29-30 March 
2003 

 
$2,000 

 
Open Society 
Institute – Assistance 
Foundation 

 
3. 

 
1st South Caucasus ELT 
Conference 

 
Share experience among 
the Teachers’ Associations 
of the South Caucasus  

 
35 

 
Tbilisi, Georgia 

 
25-27 April 
2003 

 
1. $7,720 
2. $2,000 
 

 
1. US Embassy  
2. British Council  

 
4.  

 
AzETA reception 

 
Celebrating AzETA new 
office  

 
70 

 
Irshad Hotel, Baku 

 
26 May 2003 

 
1. $360 
2. $320 

 
1. British Council 
2. US Embassy 

 
5. 

 
ETAT Study Tour to 
AzETA 

 
Share and learn from each 
other’s experiences 

 
2 – ETAT 
20 – AzETA  

 

 
5 regions of 
Azerbaijan: Baku, 
Sheki, Khachmaz, 
Ganja. Qebele 

 
29 July – 3 
August 2003 

 
$3,500 

 
British Council 
managed Hornby 
Educational Trust 

 
6. 

 
AzETA Mini Conference 

Give an opportunity to the 
beneficiaries of different 

 
70 

 
Baku INSETT 

 
18 Sept 2003 

 
$200 

 
AzETA 
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1 programmes in summer to 
share their impressions and 
knowledge with their peers 

Institute 

 
7. 

 
AzETA Mini Conference 
2 

Give an opportunity to the 
beneficiaries of different 
programmes in summer to 
give presentations and 
develop further 

 
70 

 
Baku Slavic 
University 

 
29 Nov 2003 

 
1. $350 
2. $100 

 
1. British Council 
2. AzETA 

  
PROJECTS 

 
IMPLEMENTED  

 
IN 2004 
 

    

 
1. 

 
AzETA 1st ELT 
Conference 

 
Bring AzETA members 
together for sharing 
knowledge and reporting 
on the work of AzETA 
 

 
150 

 
Baku Slavic 
University 

 
1-2 May 2004 

 
1. $1,500 
2. $2,500 
3. $600 

 
1. British Council 
2. US Embassy 
3. OSI 

 
2. 

 
Michael Berman’s 
workshops in the regions 

Michael Berman, plenary 
speaker of AzETA 1st ELT 
Conference agreed to visit 
the regions to give 
workshops. The aim was 
to enable the members 
who could not join the 
Conference, to listen to his 
presentations. 

 
100 

 
Shamakhi, Qebele, 
Sheki and Ganja 

 
5-8 May 2004 

 
$600 

 
AzETA Conference 
registration fee 
budget 

 
3. 

 
“Strength in numbers” 
British Council 
workshop on TA 
management 

 
Build the capacity of the 
Eastern Europe & Central 
Asia TAs in organisational 
management 

 
1 +30 (after returning 
she gave a workshop 
in AzETA to pass the 
gained skills to the 
others) 

 
Bournemouth, UK 

 
20-25 June 2004 

 
1. $2,000 
2. $1,000 

 
1. British Council 
2. Jim Solan 

 
4. 

 
AzETA Mini Conference 
3 

 
Bring beneficiaries of 
different summer 
programme together to 
share their impressions 
with their peers 
 

 
70 

 
Baku Slavic 
University 

 
13 Sept 2004 

 
$300 

 
AzETA 

 
5. 

 
Qizildash English Project 

 
Teach orphans English so 

 
50 children 

 
Lyceum #8, 

 
Sept 2004 – 

 
1. $660 

 
1. British Council 
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that they could find jobs or 
enter universities after they 
finish the lyceum 

Qizildash district, 
Qobustan region 
Baku  

Present 2. 500,000A
ZM 

3. Transport 

2. Community 
Shield 
Azerbaijan 

3. BP 
 

6. 
 
Children’s 1st Conference 

 
Bring children from 
different schools of Baku 
together and raise their 
awareness on their rights 

 
50 children 

 
ACCELS Conference 
hall, Baku 

 
18 October 
2004 

 
1. $75 
2. $100 

 
1. ACCELS 
2. Jim Solan’s 

Enhancement 
budget 

 
7. 

 
Ganja Branch 1st 
Regional Conference 

 
Bring together AzETA 
members from different 
regions to share experience 
and knowledge 

 
70 

 
Ganja hotel, Ganja 

 
23 October 
2004 

 
1. $300 
2. $200 

 
1. AzETA 
2. Eddie McGee’s 

Enhancement 
budget 

 
8. 

 
AzETA Outreach 
Teacher Training 

 
Train a group of teachers 
from each region as 
teacher trainers so that 
they can train their own 
teachers locally 

 
120 

 
4 regions of 
Azerbaijan: 
Khachmaz, Lenkaran, 
Mingechevir, 
Neftchala 

 
October 2004 – 
June 2005 

 
$2,000 

 
OSI-AF 

 
9. 

 
RENTA member TAs’ 
capacity building 
training 

 
Build capacity of the 
RENTA member TAs on 
website designing and 
website management 

 
16 

 
Moscow, Russia 

 
25-28 Nov 2004 

 
1. $8,000 

2. $4,000 
 

 
1. Hornby 

Educational 
Trust 

2. British Council, 
Moscow 

 
10. 

 
AzETA Student 
Government Association 
Project 

 
Raise students’ awareness 
on their rights through 
involving them in 
establishing and managing 
SGA 

 
120 children 

 
3 schools in Baku, 1 
school in Sheki 

 
November 2004 
– present 

 
$3,574 

 
US Embassy 

 
11. 

 
South Caucasus 
Teachers’ Association 
branch managers’ 
workshop 

 
Build capacity of the 
branch managers on 
branch management and  
organisational skills 

 
10 

 
Tbilisi, Georgia 

 
11-12 December 
2004 

 
1. $4,000 
2. $400 

 
1. ELTeCS 
2. Project Harmony 

  
PROJECTS 

 
IMPLEMENTED  

 
IN 2005 
 

    

  Bring beneficiaries of 70 Baku Slavic 15 January 2005 $350 British Council 
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1. AzETA Mini Conference 
4 

different summer 
programme together to 
give presentations 

University 

 
2. 

 
Smile Project 

 
Bring orphans – AzETA 
Qizildash English Project 
beneficiaries together to 
meet AzETA Enjoy 
English Club members and 
celebrate New Year 
together 

 
50 children 

 
Baku Slavic 
University 

 
29 January 2005 

 
1. $141 
2. $100 

 

 
1. IREX 
2. AzETA 

 
3. 

 
Novruz Party 

 
Bring orphans – AzETA 
Qizildash English Project 
beneficiariesand AzETA 
Enjoy English Club 
members together to 
celebrate Novruz holiday 

 
50 children 

 
Baku Slavic 
University 

 
13 March 2005 

 
1. $50 
2. $100 
 
3. $50 
4. books 
5. other 

donation 

 
1. British 

Ambassador 
2. Neil McGurty, 

US Embassy 
3. ACCELS 
4. Leslie Harnish, 

World Vision 
5. Quinta 

Wooadward, 
Kitty Johnson, 
George Bishop 

 
4. 

 
TESOL Conference 

 
Establish relations with 
TESOL and seek 
possibilities to affiliate 
with TESOL 
 

 
1 

 
San Antonio, Texas, 
USA 

 
26 March – 2 
April 2005 

 
$3,000 

 
US Embassy 

 
5. 

 
Sheki Branch opening 
ceremony 

 
Extend relations with the 
teachers of Sheki region. 

 
All members of the 

region 

 
International School 
#8, Sheki 

 
9 April 2005 

 
1. $150 
2. $150 
3. $200 
4. $150 
 

 
1. Eddie McGee 
2. Sarah Paulsworth 
3. AzETA 
4. Sheki Branch 

 
6. 

 
AzETA 2nd ELT 
Conference 

 
Bring AzETA members 
together to report on the 
work done in the past 1 
year, to elect Executive 
Board and to share 
knowledge 

 
150 

 
Baku Slavic 
University 

 
23-24 April 
2005 

 
1. $5,000 
2. $500 

 
1. IREX 
2. US Embassy 
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7. 

 
AzETA 10th Anniversary 
reception 

 
Bring AzETA members 
and AzETA main contacts 
and donors together to 
celebrate AzETA 10th 
anniversary and 
achievements 

 
150 

 
Azerbaijan 
University of 
Languages 

 
23 April 2005 

 
$750 

 
British Council 

 
8. 

 
2nd South Caucasus ELT 
Conference 

 
Enable the TAs of South 
Caucasus to share their 
achievements since the 1st 
Conference and seek 
possibilities to continue 
co-operation through joint 
projects 

 
40 

 
Tbilisi, Georgia 

 
13-15 May 2005 

 
1. $1,650 
2. $1,000 

 
1. US Embassy 
2. British Council 

 
 

9. 

 
 
Charity concert 

 
Create an opportunity for 
AzETA target orphans to 
celebrate International 
Defence Day of Children 

 
130 children 

 
Baku Slavic 
University 

 
1 June 2005 

 
1. $50 
 
1. $250 
 
Free oncert 
 

 
1. Farida 

Agammedov
a 

2. AzETA 
members & 
their 
students 

3. Orient 
Xpress 

4. Mugam 
Theatre 

5. Flora 
Kerimova, 
Honourable 
Singer of 
Azerbaijan 

 
10. 
a) 

 
Equipment purchase 

 
Help AzETA in decreasing 
copying outside and thus 
saving money 

 
400 

 
Baku Slavic 
University 

 
May 2005 

 
$400 

 
Jim Solan 

 
10. 
b) 

 
Equipment purchase  

 
Equip AzETA Baku office 
with necessary equipment 
(Fax machine, white 
board, etc) 

 
400 

 
Baku Slavic 
University 

 
July 2005 

 
$430 

 
Jim Solan 
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11. AzETA Baku office 
renovation 

Give a fresh look to the 
office as it was very 
shabby and make it more 
attractive as an office 

200 Baku Slavic 
University 

11-25 July 2005 $1,000 AzETA 

 
12. 

 
Enjoy English Summer 
Camp 

 
Bring children (mainly 
orphans) from Azerbaijan 
and Georgia together to 
create a two-week English 
speaking environment for 
them through different 
activities 

 
10 children from 

Georgia 
20 from Azerbaijan 

 

 
Zuqulba Recreational 
Centre, Baku 

 
15-22 August 
2005 

 
1. $8,244 
 
2. $700 

 
1. Hornby 

Educational 
Trust 

2. British Council 

 
13. 

 
IATEFL membership 

 
Seek possibilities to widen 
international relations and 
co-operation 

 
500+ 

 
UK 

 
July 05 – July 
06 

 
$280 

 
British Council 

 
14. 

 
Website designing 

 
Reach wider audience 
easier 
 

 
500+ 

 
Baku 

 
June – August 
05 

 
$400 

 
British Council 
 

 
15. 

 
AzETA Baku Branch 
Grand meeting 
 

Bring all Baku members 
together to update on the 
Action Plan, celebrate 
Teachers’ Day and newly 
renovated AzETA Baku 
office 
 

 
150 

 
Baku Slavic 
University 

 
1 October 2005 

 
$150 

 
AzETA  

 
16. 

Participation in 15th 
Annual Conference of 
IATEFL-Hungary 

Sign an agreement on 
partnership with IATEFL-
Hungary 

 
400 

 
Budapest, Romania 

 
7-9 October 05 

 
$1,200 

 
US Embassy 

 
17. 

 
Study Tours of AzETA 
Branches 

 
Enable the branches to 
establish co-operation at 
the branch level, share 
experience, help in 
problem solving  

 
1. 45 

 
2. 35 

 
1. Sheki Branch 

office 
 
2. Mingechevir 

Branch office 

 
1. 15 October 
 
2. 17 

December 

 
$150 
$20 
$200 

 
AzETA 
Eddie McGee 
 
2. AzETA 

 
18. 

 
Children's 2nd 
Conference 

 
Bring talented children 
from different schools 
together and promote 
AzETA Enjoy English 
Club 

 
60 

 
Baku Slavic 
University 

 
25 November 
05 

 
1. $50 
2. $50 
3. $50 

 
EEC 
AzETA 
Participants 
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19. 

 
AzETA Regiional 
Conference 

 
Extend the regional co-
operation and seek 
possibilities for 
establishing more AzETA 
brnahces 

 
70 

 
School #3, Neftchala 

 
3 December 05 

 
$775 
$775 
$70 

 
British Council 
US Embassy 
AzETA 

   
PROJECTS 

 
IMPLEMENTED  

 
IN 2006 
 

    

1. Study tours of AzETA 
branches 

To enable the branches 
share experiences, 
concerns, problems and 
support each other; create 
an opportunity for co-
operation 

1. Baku – 80 
2. Ganja – 30 

3. Khachmaz – 60 

 
Branch offices 

2. 4 March 
3. 4. 22 April 
5. 20 May 

1. 200 
2. 150 
3. 600 

1 – 2. AzETA 
3. British Council  
US Embassy 

 
2. 

 
Newly Qualified Teacher 
Training 

 
To train newly qualified 
teachers  

1. co-ordination 
meeting (2 
people) 

2. trainer training 
(2 people) 

3. trainer training 
(10 people) 

4. NQT training (60 
people) 

 
 
 
1. Sofia, Bulgaria 
2. Sinaia, Romania 
3. Crescent Beach 

Hotel, Baku 
4 – 5. Baku, Sheki, 
Ganja 

 
 
1. 23-25 Feb. 

2006 
2. 31 July – 5 

Aug 2006 
3. 12-13 Nov 

2006  
4. January, 

March 2007 

  
 
British Council 
Azerbaijan 

 
3. 

AzETA President’s 
participation in 40th 
IATEFL Conference 

 
To represent AzETA at the 
IATEFL Associates’ Day 

 
1 

 
Harrogate, UK 

 
7-12 April 

 
1. 200 
2. 1500 

 
1. IATEFL 
2. British Council 

 
4. 

 
Charity Concert 

 
To raise fund for 
organising a summer camp 
for orphans 

 
100 

 
Baku Slavic 
University 

 
1 June 

1. 150 
2. 100 
3. 180 
4. 50 
5. 55 
6. 250 

1. Community 
Shield 
Azerbaijan 

2. Eddi McGee 
3. British Council 
4. Elmira Ilizarova 
5. Ragsana 

Mammadova 
 
5. 

 
Enjoy English Summer 
Camp 2 

 
To bring orphans together 
to help them improve their 
English and enjoy the 
summer 

 
15 children 

 
1. Qebele 
2. Sheki 

 
1. 19-21 Aug 
2. 22-26 Aug 

7. 1,000 
8. 1,000 
9. 200 
10. 1960 
11. 180 

3. AMEC 
4. Rolls Royce 
5. IREX 
6. FLEX 
7. British Council 
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12. 150 8. Community 
Shield Azerb. 

 
6. 

 
International Forum of 
Teachers’ Associations 

To exchange experiences, 
seek ways for furthering 
co-operation, 
implementing joint 
projects and helping one 
another in solving 
problems that individual 
TAs might experience.  

 
30 people 

 
Sheki 

 
7 September  

 
11,000 

 
British Council 
managed Hornby 
Educational Trust 

 
7. 

AzETA 3rd ELT 
Conference 

the growth and 
development of AzETA 
and  
English language 
instruction and learning in 
Azerbaijan 

 
150 people 

 
Baku Slavic 
University 

 
8-10 September  

1. 1,000 
2. 2,452 
3. 400 

1. British Council 
2. US Embassy 
3. AzETA 

 
8. 

Workshop under 
ELTeCS Project 

Regional project to train a 
group of teachers with the 
same materials 

 
30 people 

Baku Slavic 
University 

11 September 
2006 

 
1,000 

 
ELTeCS 

 
9. 

English Access 
Microsholarshhip 
Programme 

To teach English some 
students with limited 
access to education 

1. 40 
2. 15 
3. 10 

1. Baku 
2. Lenkaran 
3. Qebele 

 
Oct 06 – Jul 07 

 
22,524 

 
US Embassy 

 
10. 

Children’s 3rd 
Conference  

To help children develop 
and celebrate 5th 
anniversary of Enjoy 
English Club 

 
50 people 

Baku Slavic 
University 

 
18 October  

3. 80 
4. 200 

3. IREX 
4. AzETA 

 
11. 

AzETA President’s 
participation in 10th 
INGED International 
Conference 

 
To give presentation, to 
establish co-operation 

 
1 

 
Selcuk University, 
Konya, Turkey 

 
3-6 November  

 
1. 550 
2. 400 

 
1. US Embassy 
2. Ragsana 

Mammadova 
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1. Hornby Trust       $7,000 
 
2. British Council Azerbaijan     $2,710 
 
3. US Embassy Azerbaijan     $8,040 
 
4. Open Society Institute – Assistance Foundation $2,000 
 
5. AzETA        $300 

 
 

Total:  $20, 050 
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1. WORKSHOPS ON ACTIVE AND INTERACTIVE METHODS OF TEFL 

 
 

Project aim:  Raise participants’ awareness of active and interactive methods of TEFL 
 
Number of beneficiaries: 120 
 
Project region:  Sumqayit, Sheki, Khachmaz, Ganja. Lenkaran, Qebele 
 
Project period:  September 2002 – March 2003 
 
Donor organisation:   British Council managed Hornby Educational Trust 
 
Project budget:  $3,500 
 
AzETA Hornby Trust Project targeted 6 regions of Azerbaijan namely, Sumgayit, Khachmaz, Gence, Sheki, Qebele, 
Lenkaran. The Project period was September 2002 – March 2003.  

 
The Project was very successful for the following reasons: 
 
·  Project returned AzETA’s recognition back to it, as due to a location problem AzETA had almost lost its recognition, 

as well as, members. 
·  AzETA appointed co-ordinators in the Project regions to establish its standing points for future co-operation. In two of 

these regions, in Ganja and Sheki AzETA branches were established after the Project. 
·  AzETA members involved in the Project as teacher trainers gained more experience on materials development, 

outreach teacher training. 

AzETA’s Hornby Trust Project Second Workshop was held on 8 February in Seki, Xacmaz, Sumqayit, Gence and 

Lenkaran. The workshop in Qebele was held on 10 February. According to the structure of the workshop programme each 

time two topics are to be covered. The topics of this workshop were: “Teaching English Through Games” and “Teaching 

Grammar Communicatively”. The selection of the workshop topics based on the needs of the teachers, who had attended 

the first workshop and filled in the evaluation forms where they were asked to suggest what workshop topics they would 

like to have in the next session. 

AzETA’s Hornby Trust Project Third Workshop  was held on 15 March in Seki, Xacmaz, Sumqayit, Gence and  
Lenkaran. The workshop in Qebele was held on 17 March. Brian Maguire, the British Council ELT Programmes Director  
joined Seki team this time. The topics of this workshop were: “Developing Speaking Skills” and “How to Improve English  
through Writing”. This was the last workshop in the regions held under the Project. While filling the evaluations forms all  
the participants asked to continue the workshops in future and open AzETA branches  in these regions and two branches  
weere established after the implementation of the Project. 
 

 
2. MINI-CONFERENCE 

 
Project aim:  Preparation for the 1st South Caucasus ELT Conference 
 
Number of beneficiaries: 30 
 
Project region:  Genjlik Recreational Centre, Zugulba, Baku 
 
Project period:  29-30 March 2003 
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Donor organisation:   Open Society Institute – Assistance Foundation 
 
Project budget:  $2,000 

 
AzETA held this Mini-Conference in Genclik Conference with the financial support of Open Society Intstitute – Assistance  
Foundation.  
 
Brian Maguire, ELT Programmes Manager of the British Council, Philip Bragdon, former English Language Fellow of the  
US Embassy and Stephanie Furness, former Teacher Trainer of Open Society Institute – Assistance Foundation  were  
among the participants. The aim of the Conference was to help the presenters of the First ELT Conference to be held on 25- 
27 April in Tbilisi prepare for their presentations in the Conference. (8 non-native and 2 native speaker presenters from  
Azerbaijan joined the Tbilisi Conference).  
 
Brian Maguire had a half a day workshop on Presentation Skills. In the next a day and a half period of the Mini-Conference  
the Tbilisi Conference presenters were given an opportunity to discuss their topics with their peers, to present their topics  
and get feedback from the peers in writing.  
 
A feedback committee consisting of Stephanie Furness, Ilhama Babayeva, former ELT Programmes Co-ordinator of OSI  
and Ragsana Mammadova of AzETA was established. The Committee provided the presenters with feedback right after  
their presentations, which was very helpful 
 
The Mini-Conference helped the presenters prepare well for the Tbilisi Conference and thus, they represented Azerbaijan at  
a very high level. 

 
 

3. 1st SOUTH CAUCACUS ELT CONFERENCE 
 

“SHARING ACROSS BORDERS” 
 

Project aim:  Share experience among the Teachers’ Associations of the South Caucasus 
 
Number of beneficiaries: 35 
 
Project region:  Tbilisi, Georgia 
 
Project period:  25-27 April 2003 
 
Donor organisation:   1. US Embassy, Azerbaijan 

2. British Council, Azerbaijan 
 
Project budget:  $9,720 

1. $7,720 
2. $2,000  

 
First Caucasus ELT Conference was held in Tbilisi, Georgia on 25-27 April 2003. The participants of the  
Conference were members of English Teachers’ Associations of Azerbaijan, Georgia and Armenia, as well 
as, the representatives of the British Council and US Embassy in these countries, and US Embassy of  
Kiyev. British Council Azerbaijan invited well-known author of ELT books Prof. Peter Medgyes from  
Hungary and US Embassy in Kiyev invited Judy Gex from the US as key-speakers of the Conference.  
There were 40 representatives from Azerbaijan 33 of which were AzETA members from Baku, Sumqayit,  
Sheki, Khachmaz, Ganja, Lenkaran and Qebele. 
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The Conference was very important and a success for it enable the participants to: 
 
·  Meet colleagues across the border and exchange experiences; 
·  Give presentations in a conference outside Azerbaijan. for the first time AzETA members made presentations in a 

conference across the border; 
·  Get recognition across the border; 
·  Establish and/or further co-operation with the TAs of the region; 
·  Increase opportunities for regional co-operation; 
·  Establish email networking for contacting regularly in order to seek possibilities and opportunities for co-operation on 

joint projects. 2 members of each organisation were included in the list as contact people; 
·  Establish individual contacts on their own interest, as an example, individual teachers from Georgia and Armenia 

showed great interest in Internet Project implemented by some AzETA members. 
 
The Conference motivated AzETA members. It created a three-day English speaking environment for the participants. It 
was also a good opportunity for the English teachers of the South Caucasus to learn about one another’s situation 
concerning ELT after the collapse of the Soviet Union. 
 
The main impact of the Conference was that after the Conference an agreement was reached among ELT Programmes 
providers in Azerbaijan to hold 1st ELT Conference in Azerbaijan in a very near future under AzETA umbrella (AzETA 1st 
ELT Conference was the result of this Conference). AzETA had been actively involved in organising the Tbilisi 
Conference from the very beginning. So, AzETA was an equal partner in the Conference, not just a mere participant. The 
involvement like this helped the members learn a lot on organising conferences as such which led AzETA to organising 2 
conferences afterwards. 
 
 

4. AzETA RECEPTION 
 

Project aim:  Celebrating AzETA new office at Baku Slavic University 
 
Number of beneficiaries: 70 
 
Project region:  Irshad Hotel, Baku 
 
Project period:  26 May 2003 
 
Donor organisation:   1. British Council manager Hornby Trust 

2. US Embassy  
 
Project budget  $680 

1. $360 
2. $320 

 
After 2 years’ hard time without an office, AzETA got a free location at Baku Slavic University on 1 April 2003. On 26 
May 2003 AzETA held a reception to mark its new location at Irshad Hotel. 
 
Former British Ambassador, HE Mr Andrew Tucker honoured the reception with his participation and made a speech 
highlighting the importance of NGOs in the development of society, mentioned about good co-operation between AzETA 
and the British Council, assured to help this co-operation continue and wished a good luck to AzETA in its new office. 
 
Representatives of the British Council, Open Society Institute – Assistance Foundation, Peace Coprs were also among the 
guests of the reception. 
 
Deputy Minister of Education Elmar Qasimov sent a letter of congratulation on AzETA’s new office and wished a good 
luck to AzETA in its future activities and expressed the interest of the Ministry in co-operating with AzETA. 
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5. ETAT STUDY TOUR TO AzETA 

 
Project aim:  Share and learn from each other’s experiences 
 
Number of beneficiaries: 2 – ETAT 

20 – AzETA 
 
Project region:  Baki, Khachmaz, Ganja. Sheki, Qebele 
 
Project period:  29 July – 3 August 2003 
 
Donor organisation:   British Council managed Hornby Educational Trust 
 
Project budget  $3,500 

With the financial support of British Council managed Hornby Trust President of ETAT (English Teachers’ Association of 

Tajikistan), prof. Parvona Jamshedov and Head of ETAT Dushanbe Branch, Barno Kasymova visited AzETA on 27 July – 

3 August to exchange experiences.  

   The aim of the study tour was:  

·  to introduce AzETA to ETAT and vice versa;  

·  to share experiences and exchange views on organisational management of TAs;  

·  to give an opportunity to AzETA regional branch members to meet their colleagues from another region with the same 

past and with relatively same present, to discuss current situation of ELT in both Republics and TAs’ involvement in 

it;  

·  to establish regional co-operation and seek possibilities for working on joint projects in future.  

 The visit started from Martyrs’ Alley. The aim was to share with our colleagues how we integrate history and culture while 

teaching English as English language teaching is more open to integration as we teach maths, science, history, culture, etc. 

through English. 

AzETA arranged meeting with Gulshen Huseynova, British Council ELT Programmes Co-ordinator where she briefed the 

visitors on AzETA-British Council co-operation, present and future activities of the British Council and described new 

INSETT Project and baseline study. AzETA members Huzura Agayeva, Elmira Ilizarova and Esmira Rahimova are 

involved in the Project as teacher trainers. 

Another meeting was with Deputy Chairman of State Committee on Women’s Issues, Mominat Omarova who is the former 
First Vice-President of AzETA. The aim of the meeting was to learn from AzETA’s experience on co-operation with non-

ELT related institutions. AzETA is intending to co-operate with SCWI on developing and implementing joint projects on 

different issues, like women rights, gender issues, conflict prevention, children’s rights, etc. the aim is to train English 

teachers on these issues so that they can integrate such things into their teaching. 

The next day the visitors were taken to the regions to be familiarised with AzETA branches and their activities in the 

regions. 
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The first region was Khachmaz. Before the meeting the children of Kindergarten # 4, where AzETA Khachmaz branch is 
located welcomed the guests with songs, poems in English, dances. The visitors were amazed with the level of English of 

3-5 year-olds. AzETA Xachmaz members do their best to teach these little ones English communicatively. Then there was 

a heat discussion on how the Branch was run, problems faced and future perspectives. 

 The next trip was to Qebele. AzETA does not have an official branch in Qebele, but during this visit NGO Resource 

Centre opened by UN’s Baku office in Qebele offered AzETA to share a room with them.  

In Sheki the discussion was around the effectiveness of AzETA Hornby Project on In-Service Teacher Training and its 

sustainability, as well as how the members see the future of AzETA. 

AzETA Sheki Branch did not have an office during that visit. Director of School #8 showed interest in giving an office 
place to AzETA Sheki Branch which led to establishing Sheki Bbranch.  

The next trip was to Gence. Before the trip with the visitors AzETA had had an informal approval from Gence State 

University on providing AzETA Gence branch with location. During this visit a meeting with Prof. Mubariz Yusifov, 

Rector, Gence State University was arranged. The aim of the meeting was to introduce the visitors to the rector, as well as, 

establish co-operation and sign the contract. So, AzETA Ganja Branch was established. 

The reason of establishing an AzETA Branch in Gence was  that it is easy to get there from neighbouring regions. Gence 

The visitors also met the some Branch members and asked different questions on branch managements and organizational 

issues. 

On the last day of the visit there was a de-briefing in AzETA’s Baku branch on the outcomes of the visit and seeking ways 
for sustainability and future co-operation. 

 
 

6. AzETA MINI-CONFERENCE 1 
 

Project aim:  Give an opportunity to the beneficiaries of different programmes in summer to share  
their impressions and knowledge with their peers 

 
Number of beneficiaries: 70 
 
Project region:  Baku INSETT Institute 
 
Project period:  13 September 2003 
 
Donor organisation:   AzETA 
 
Project budget  $200 

 

On 13 September AzETA held a Mini-Conference in collaboration with Independent Teachers’ Union. The aim of the 

Mini-Conference was to give an opportunity to the AzETA members who had attended different programmes in the 

summer of 2003 to share the gained knowledge and experience with their peers. AzETA members Xalida Rustamova, Afet 

Quliyeva, Albina Sultanova and Dilara Bunyatova visited the US from 13 June to 8 August 2003 as ACCELS TEA 

Programme award winners; Huzura Agayeva, Gulshen Huseynova and Elmira Ilizarova attended a two-week intensive 
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course on developing training skills held in the University of Warwick, UK on 7-19 July with the financial support of the 

British Council, Azerbaijan. Esmira Rahimova and some others had the same course in Yalta, Ukraine; Resmiyye Bedirova 

and Irada Samedova attended Horrnby school on Human Rights and Language Development on 13-25 July in Sinaia, 

Romania. They shared their impressions, experiences with their colleagues. Apart from them Malahat Murshudly, 

Chairman of Independent Teachers’ Union gave presentation on the activities of the Union, future plans and perspectives, 

Brian Maguire, ELT Programmes Manager, British Council presented INSETT Project and Baseline Study, Sevda 

Bagirova, AzETA Khachmaz Branch Director briefed the participants about their recent activities, Ayna Sadiqova and 

Solmaz Quliyeva talked about the Summer Camp in Zugulba held by the Open Society Institute – Assistant Foundation 

and Amalia Musayeva & Lyudmila Jafarova highlighted some glimpses of the Azerbaijan Civic Education Coalition 

Workshop. 

 
7. AzETA MINI-CONFERENCE 2 

 
Project aim:   Give an opportunity to the beneficiaries of different programmes in summer to give  

presentations and develop further 
 
Number of beneficiaries: 70 
 
Project region:  Baku Slavic University 
 
Project period:  29 November 2003 
 
Donor organisation:   1. British Council 

2. AzETA 
 
Project budget  $450 

1. $350 
2. $100 

 

AzETA held its second Mini-Conference titled “Sharing & Caring” in Baku Slavic University on 29 November. The aim of 
the Mini-Conference was: 

·  to give an opportunity to AzETA members to give presentations on the programmes they recently attended;  

·  to share their experiences with their colleagues;  

·  to gather all the beneficiaries of different programmes under AzETA umbrella so that they can co-operate 
together to achieve better results 

·  to give the teachers from the regions an opportunity for feeling of belonging to an ELT community as most of 

the time the regions are ignored due to financial difficulties;  

·  to enable AzETA members to gain experiences on organising mini-conferences as such that will lead to 

organise a National Conference in 2004  

·  last but not least, to promote AzETA throughout the country. 
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It was a one-day Mini-Conference involving 57 teachers from different schools of Baku and from various regions of 
Azerbaijan. 10 AzETA members and 5 native speakers – ELT professionals gave presentations on different topics in 5 

concurrent sessions.  

In this Mini-Conference the presenters gained more experience in presentation skills, thus were empowered personally and 

professionally. 

The Mini-Conference was broadcast by Samanyolu TV morning programme “Xezerden Dunyaya” (From the Caspian to 

the World). Articles were published in Exo, 525-ci Qezet and Azadliq newspapers. 

Below is how the sponsors of the Mini-Conference evaluated it: 

Delighted to hear you had such a good turnout and that the event was a well-publicised success.   

I've no doubt AzETA will grow from strength to strength in the capable hands!  Margaret Jack, British Council Director 

Well done. It was a successful and well organised event. Brian Maguire, ELT Projects Manager, British Council 
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1. Hornby Trust      $8,000 
2. British Council Azerbaijan    $4,160 
3. US Embassy Azerbaijan     $6,074 
4. Open Society Institute – Assistance Foundation $2,600 
5. AzETA       $1,200 
6. British Council Moscow     $4,000 
7. ELTeCS       $4,000 
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1. Jim Solan    $100 
2. Community Shield Azerbaijan  $110 
3. British Petroleum    Transportation 
4. ACCELS    $75 
5. Eddie McGee    $200 
6. Project Harmony    $400 

 
 

      Total: $30, 919 
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1. AzETA 1st ELT CONFERENCE 
 
 

Project aim:  Bring members together for sharing knowledge and reporting on the work of AzETA 
 
Number of beneficiaries: 150 
 
Project region:  Baku Slavic University 
 
Project period:  24-25 April 2004 
 
Donor organisation:   1. British Council 

2. US Embassy 
3. OSI 

 
Project budget  $4,600 
 

4. $1,500 
5. $2,500 
6. $600 

 
AzETA held its ever first ELT Conference in Baku Slavic University, Baku, Azerbaijan. The aim was to give an 
opportunity to English teachers in Azerbaijan to come together and discuss issues of interest, to feel a belonging to the ELT 
community, to unite with AzETA and to empower the organisation, as well as to be empowered as professionals.  
 
It was ever first conference of the English teachers of Azerbaijan. By nature it was a national conference, but it was open to 
international participation as such there were English teachers from Turkey and Georgia among the Conference 
participants/presenters. This enabled all the participants to seek ways and possibilities of furthering the well-established 
regional/international co-operation. The Conference was vital as a common purpose and understanding was established by 
the ELT professionals involved in the Conference to combat problems in the field of ELT that are faced in the country. 
 
Minister of Education of Azerbaijan, British and US Ambassadors to Azerbaijan attended the opening ceremony of the 
Conference, welcomed the participants at the opening ceremony and wished every success to the work of the Conference, 
as well as to AzETA in its future activities highlighting the importance of the Association as an educational NGO with 
strong potential as a valuable counterpart not only for the Ministry of Education of Azerbaijan in its educational reforms 
but also for other organisations involved in professional development in education. 
 
On both days the Conference started every day with a plenary session, then continued its work in the concurrent sessions (5 
concurrent sessions at a time). In the course of concurrent sessions two special sessions were organised to discuss AzETA 
matters, its sustainability, action plan for the next one year and opportunities for establishing AzETA branches in more 
regions of Azerbaijan. These sessions were attended by the leaders of the Teachers’ Associations represented in the 
Conference to exchange opinions and experiences.  
 
Concerning presenters, AzETA gave priority to local teachers encouraging teachers from the regions of Azerbaijan more as 
the main aim of the Conference was to empower local English teachers professionally, to help in the growth and 
development of AzETA, as well as English language instruction and learning in Azerbaijan. Around forty presentations on 
a wide range of topics were given both by Azerbaijan ELT teachers and educators and by overseas specialists. The plenary 
speakers were Michael Berman, a famous ELT specialist and author of more than 40 ELT books from the UK and Patricia 
Sullivan, Regional English Language Officer for the US Embassy in Kyev.  After the Conference Michael Berman visited 
AzETA branches and AzETA target regions to give workshops to the teachers who could not join the Conference.  
 
The Conference was the best sign of the rapidly increasing interest in ELT in the country. The Conference presented 
AzETA newly selected Standing Committee members. SIGs (Special Interest Groups) on Teacher Training, Young 
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Learners, ESP, Adult Learning, Internet Projects, Materials Development, Civic Education were established. AzETA 
Action Plan for 2004 – 2007 was also presented at the Conference. 
 
After the Conference the members of AzETA increased, more regions requested to open AzETA branches. One branch was 
opened in Sheki.  
 
AzETA SIG on Young Learners established in the Conference implemented their first Project and visited an orphanage on 
the International Day of Defence of Children on 1 June.  
 
 
 

2. MICHAEL BERMAN PROVIDES WORKSHOPS FOR AzETA IN TH E REGIONS 
 

Project aim: To enable the members who could not join the Conference, to listen to Michael 
Berman’s presentations 

 
Number of beneficiaries: 100 
 
Project region:  Sumqayit, Sheki, Ganja, Qebele 
 
Project period:  5-8 May 2004 
 
Donor organisation:   AzETA 
 
Project budget  $600 

 
Michael Berman, a famous ELT specialist and author of more than 40 ELT books joined First AzETA ELT Conference as 
a plenary speaker with the financial support of the British Council and US Embassy. Before joining the Conference he had 
agreed to visit AzETA branches and AzETA target regions to give workshops to the teachers who could not join the 
Conference. His visit to the regions was realised with the money contributed to the Conference by the participants as 
registration fee.  
 
From 5 May to 8 May Michael Berman visited Shamaxi, Qebele, Seki and Gence together with Nezaket Beylarova and 
Efsane Huseynova, AzETA members. He provided workshops on the following topics: “Multiple Intelligences & Learning 
Styles”, “The Storyteller: Shaman and Healer”.  
 
 

3. "STRENGTH IN NUMBERS: INCREASING THE IMPACT OF E NGLISH LANGUAGE TEACHER 
ASSOCIATIONS"  

 
Project aim:  Build the capacity of the Eastern Europe & Central Asia TAs in organisational  

management 
 
Number of beneficiaries: 1 +30 (after returning she gave a workshop in AzETA to pass the gained skills to the  

others) 
 
Project region:  Bournemouth, UK 
 
Project period:  20-25 June 2004 
 
Donor organisation:   1. British Council  
  2. Jim Solan, Senior English Language Fellow, US Embassy 
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Project budget   $3,000 
3. $2,000 
4. $1,000 

 
On 20th-25th June 2004 teacher association representatives, from 21 countries and 4 continents, came together in 
Bournemouth, UK, to attend the British Council Seminar 'Strength in numbers: increasing the impact of English language 
teacher associations'. 
 
The seminar was designed to enable participants to share and spread best practices in order to improve the effectiveness of 
their traditional menu of services, as well as helping them to develop new resources such as websites and discussion lists. 
 
Sandra Burford was the Event Manager, and George Pickering, was the Curse Director.  
 
Contributors included: Adrian Underhill (Consultant and professional development trainer, past president of IATEFL, 
founder of IATEFL Teacher Development SIG), Magali de Moraes Menti (Past President of A PIRS and APLIAL and 
general Co-ordinator of APIRS), Margit Szesztay (President of IATEFL Hungary, IATEFL Associates Co-ordinator and 
teacher trainer), Gavin Dudeney (Co-director of the Consultants-E and Co- ordinator IATEFL Computer SIG and in charge 
of PAL -  the Associates Yahoo group), Simon Fenn (IATEFL Wider Membership Scheme), John Walsh (Managing 
Director of the Bournemouth English Book Centre), and Christopher Palmer (Project Director British Council Seminars). 
 
Seminar topics included: missions of teacher associations, leadership and management, change management frameworks, 
project management, products and services, newsletters, new services/websites, discussion lists, teacher associations and 
best practice, marketing and membership, finance and resources, networking, regional links, strategic partnerships, and the 
role of teacher associations in reform and development programmes. 
 
Several messages and ideas emerged from the sessions: 
 
1. No association should fall into the trap of trying to be all things to all members. Mission statements should inform, 
inspire and make sure  they do this in a few words. 
 
2. TA representatives should aim at developing leader and manager roles in themselves and encouraging members to follow 
suit. 
 
3. Much as we like those who are like ourselves, our teams should include a diversity of people: different people to perform 
the different roles needed to make the TA successful. 
 
4. As far as change is concerned, a question should come first and always: is this change necessary? 
 
5. Two questions to have in mind regarding conferences: How to have conferences recognised by the Ministry of 
Education? And how to make them memorable? 
 
6. Jigsaw articles for newsletters. They are collections of short texts (answers, comments, tips) about a specific topic from 
various people. Easy to put together and interesting to read. A few topics for jigsaw articles: What makes you angry as a 
teacher? How do you start your lessons? Most memorable conference and why. Most important thing you take with you to 
the classroom.  The best thing about your TA, your country, etc. 
7. Services should aim to provide members with a sense of belonging. Personalising messages (Dear Gavin) is one way to 
do this. Software that does It automatically is available on the market at Reasonable prices. 
 
8. Although interactive, dynamic and resourceful websites are desirable, websites that contain static, updated, information 
about the association do perform a valuable service. 
 
9. Fielded discussions - discussions around a theme of interest to the community. They are tangible artefacts, products 
produced by the members for the members that help to create a sense of belonging. (This can be set up through Yahoo 
Groups.) 
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10. The concept of Communities of Practice (groups of people who share a concern or passion for something they do and 
who interact regularly to learn how to do it better - www.ewenger.com) has many nuances and implications, but seems to 
fit in perfectly with TA practices. 
 
11. A project is a dream with a deadline. Important words being Time, Cost and Quality. 
 
12. Benchmarking for growth. Find out who does what and how they do it. 
 
13. Marketing. Opposing views here: some of us felt strongly about using business frameworks and words to talk about our 
TAs. Others seemed quite uneasy about it. A third group went for conciliation, as the concept of Relationship Marketing 
has been around in education for a few years now; and several roles are possible and needed, including the role of 
disseminating information about the association among potential members, which is in essencea marketing function. 
 
13. When seeking for sponsors: Don't get discouraged. This is not personal. Don't be afraid to ask. We need to ask and ask 
and ask. 
 
14. Committee members need commitment, time, task clarity, skills, team mindedness, and responsibility. TAs need 
achievement, recognition, reward, team spirit and learning to keep going.   
 
15. TAs can be seen as key stakeholders in any ELT project and channels for raising self-esteem amongst teachers. 
However, they need entrepreneurship and management skills, a vision and visionaries. 
 
At the end of the week, George presented an overview of the seminar - the elephant had been successfully pushed into the 
bus and we needed to take it back to our homes and make good use of it. 
 
We then presented a draft of projects we were Going to implement back home. Chris closed the event by thanking George, 
Sandra, all the  contributors and participants. We got our certificates, photos and contact list, and exchanged hugs, tears and 
promises to keep in touch through PAL. 
 
Through participation of one member, AzETA gained a lot from this seminar, as the knowledge gained through this 
seminar was shared with AzETA members in a workshop.  
 
 

4. AzETA MINI-CONFERENCE 3: 
“SHARING &CARING” 

 
Project aim: Bring beneficiaries of different summer programme together to share their impressions 

with their peers 
 
Number of beneficiaries: 70 
 
Project region:  Baku Slavic University 
 
Project period:  13 September 2004 
 
Donor organisation:   AzETA 
 
Project budget  $300 
 
Every year AzETA members attend different events outside Azerbaijan. It has become a tradition in AzETA to hold mini-
conferences where the beneficiaries of different events share their impressions and knowledge with their peers.  
 
With this purpose AzETA held its third traditional Mini-Conference titled “Sharing and Caring” at Baku Slavic University.  
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Jim Solan former Senior ELF of the US Embassy, Kitty Johnson of the OSI, Brian Maguire of the British Council made 
presentations on ELT issues, their co-operation with AzETA and perspectives of future co-operation.  
 
Eddie McGee, Senior ELF of the US Embassy found the Mini-Conference a good opportunity for him to meet different 
ELT providers, as well as AzETA members.  
 
Gulshan Huseynova, Esmira Rahimova, Vafa Yunusova, Nargiz Aliyeva, Narmina Aliyeva and Tarana Bayramova talked 
about their training in Warwick, UK under the British Council Baseline Study and INSETT Project  
   
Elizabeth Miller, ACCELS TEA Programme short term visitor gave information on the purpose of her visit. 
 
ACCELS TEA Programme Finalists Huzura Agayeva and Shahla Quliyeva shared their impressions on their training in the 
US. 
 
Afet Huseynova and Tarana Aliyeva brieefed the participants on OSI Summer Camp. 

 
Hijran Huseynova and Ragsana Mammadova talked about RENTA meeting in Istanbul, Turkey and the perspectives of 
regional co-operation.   
 
George Bishop, Amalia Musayeva and Shahla Quliyeva briefed on Academic Writing Course: Summer Programme held in 
Kyrgizistan. 
 
Elmira Ilizarova, Elnara Baxshaliyeva and Arzu Huseynova talked about ACCELS Summer Camp on Civic Education held 
in Zugulba, Baku. 
 
Solmaz Quliyeva, Jala Mammadova and Farida Huseynova attended Summer course: Teaching Young Learners in Yalta,  
Ukraine. They shared their impressions on the training. 
  
Ragsana Mammadova talked about ELT Networks changes, British Council meeting held in Paris, France and encouraged  
the participants to join ELTeCS, a very useful scheme for English teachers. 
 
 Khalida Rustamova briefed on “Focused Inspector” – International  Conference held in Belgrade, Serbia- Montanegro. 
 
 Nezaket Beylarova talked about “Strength in Numbers: Increasing the Impact of English Language Teacher Associations" 
seminar held in Bournemouth, UK. There was an opportunity for her to meet and exchange views/experiences with TA 
representatives from different parts of the world. 
 
Ayna Sadiqova and Lyudmila Jafarova briefed the participants on AzETA English Programme in “Umid Yeri” Orphanage.  
 
 

5. QIZILDASH ORPHANAGE ENGLISH LANGUAGE PROJECT 
 

Project aim: Teach orphans English so that they could find jobs or enter universities after they finish 
the lyceum 

 
Number of beneficiaries: 50 
 
Project region:  Lyceum #8, Qizildash district, Qobustan region Baku 
 
Project period:  September 2004 – Present 
 
Donor organisation:   1. British Council  

2. Community Shield Azerbaijan 
    3. BP 
   



 15 

Project budget  1. $660 
2. $100 
3. Transport 

 
Qizildash is a district in Gobustan region of Baku. There is a Vocational Educational College # 8 where 50 orphans study. 
These are the children at the age of 15-17. They get basic vocational training. They live in the College dormitory.  
 
Community Shield-Azerbaijan (CSA), an NGO led by Mrs Quinta Woodward is the Trustee of the dormitory. CSA 
provided them with some equipment and organised computer courses for them. With the help of CSA AzETA had a study 
visit to the Lyceum to learn the needs of the children and decided to teach these children English either to enter the 
Universities or to find jobs. The Lyceum will be unable to provide them with the accommodation after they finish the 
college. There is a danger that these children might get spoilt if they do not have an access to the job or further education.  
 
So, the aim of this Project is to teach the orphans living in the Lyceum Dormitory some English to apply for a job or 
admission to the Universities.  
 
The course started on 1 November 2004 and lasted until April 2005 with the financial support of the British Council. 
Community Shield Azerbaijan (CSA) funded the Project in April-May. With the great assistance of the CSA British 
Petroleum has been supporting the Project and arranges transportation of the teachers to and from the Qizildash College 
since September 2005 up to now.  
 
There are 4 groups, 12-13 students in each group. Each group have two classes a week: Mondays and Saturdays from 
12:00-13:00. As their English is very limited, AzETA members involved in this Project as the teachers decided to teach 
from the local textbook for the 5th grade with supplementary materials from the English books published in the UK and US. 
 
The students are very inspired to learn English and AzETA always seeks opportunities to involve these children in different 
events. 
 
 

6. ENJOY ENGLISH CLUB – CHILDREN’S FIRST CONFERENCE  
 

Project aim:  Bring children from different schools of Baku together and raise their awareness on  
their rights 

 
Number of beneficiaries: 50 
 
Project region:  ACCELS Conference Hall, Baku 
 
Project period:  18 October 2004 
 
Donor organisation:   1. ACCELS 

1. Jim Solan’s (US Embassy former Senior English Language Fellow) Enhancement  
budget 

 
Project budget  $175 

1. $75 
2. $100 
 

 
Enjoy English Club (EEC) was established on 8 September 2001. The EEC is composed of a group of talented children 
from different secondary schools of Baku selected by Independent Teachers' Union, a non-government organisation of 
teachers of Azerbaijan. 
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The aim of the Club is to improve the children's knowledge on the history, geography, literature, as well as the natural 
values of Azerbaijan, simultaneously to provide them with the knowledge of English, world history, geography, civic 
education, etc.  
 
Club activities include: discussions, lectures, round table talks, seminars, debates, participating in different events with a 
concert programme, etc. 
 
For the first time in its history EEC held it First Conference titled “We are the Children of the 21st Century” on 18 October. 
The aim of the Conference was to give the Club members an opportunity to discuss their opinions on the textbooks they 
use, their knowledge on their own rights and how to protect their rights, parent-student-teacher relationship. 
 
Children from the secondary schools of Nasimi, Yasamal, Suraxani districts of Baku gave presentations on 3 topics: 
“Textbooks with the eyes of the children”, “Relationship among parents, teachers and students”, “Children’s Rights”. There 
were the children non-members from Sumqayit who also actively participated in discussions.  
 
The game “Teletime” made the Conference very lively and exciting.  
 
At the end of the Conference the Club members showed an interesting concert programme where they performed dances, 
songs, poems, short performances in English and Azerbaijani. 
 
The special guest of the Conference was Patricia Sullivan, Regional English Language Officer from the US Embassy, Kyiv, 
Ukraine. 
 
Shane Austin, ACCELS new Country Director congratulated the children with their successful Conference. 
 
 

7. AzETA-GANJA BRANCH REGIONAL ELT CONFERENCE 
 

“THE SUN ALSO RISES IN THE WEST” 
 
Project aim:  Bring together AzETA members from different regions to share experience and  

knowledge 
 
Number of beneficiaries: 70 
 
Project region:  Ganja Hotel, Ganja 
 
Project period:  23 October 2004 
 
Donor organisation:   1. AzETA 

2. Eddie McGee’s Enhancement budget  
 
Project budget  $500 

2. $300 
3. $200 

 
On October 23, 2004 an English Language Teaching Conference was held in Ganja at Hotel Ganja with over 70 English 
teachers from throughout Azerbaijan attending.  
 
The participants were from the following schools and organizations: 
 
- ACCELS 
- Association of Young Leaders of Azerbaijan (AYLA) 
- AzETA branches: Baku, Ganja, Khachmaz,  Mingechevir,  Sheki 
- British Council 
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- English Language Fellows Baku, Ganja, Lankaran 
- Ganja area Peace Corps Volunteers 
- Ganja area secondary schools 
- Ganja Education Information Centre 
- Ganja Regional Organization of the Educational Society of Azerbaijan (BILIK) 
- Ganja State University 
- Open Society Institute 
- Peace Corps 
- U.S. Department of State, Office of English Language Programs 
- US Embassy 
 
Highlights of the Conference included a keynote address and TOEFL session given by Dr. Patricia Sullivan, Regional 
English Language Officer-Kyiv, Ukraine. Dr. Patricia Sullivan in her keynote addressed the merits of language teacher 
associations, namely the importance of  networking, opportunities for professional advancement, and identifying areas of 
need and priority issues.  She also repeated her TOEFL session given for AzETA Baku members on 18 October seeing the 
increasing need for TOEFL  
 
Other highlights included a panel discussion on  AzETA's Organizational Development, six sessions  presented by AzETA-
Ganja members, and sessions on Co-operative Learning, Internet Access and Training Program (IATP),  Short Story 
Writing, Task-based Learning, and Textbook Evaluation. 
 
After the Conference the number of the members increased and AzETA became famous in the region.  
 
 
 

8. AzETA OUTREACH TEACHER TRAINING PROJECT 
 
Project aim: Train a group of teachers from each region as teacher trainers so that they can train 

their own teachers locally 
 
Number of beneficiaries: 120 
 
Project region:  Khachmaz, Lenkaran, Mingechevir, Neftchala 
 
Project period:  October 2004 – present 
 
Donor organisation:   Open Society Institute – Assistance Foundation 
 
Project budget  $2,000 
 
With the financial support of the Open Society Institute – Assistant Foundation AzETA launched its Outreach Teacher 
Training Project.  
 
The aim of the Project was to provide regions with well trained groups of teachers who were expected to become teacher 
trainers and leaders in future and play a big part in training teachers and dissemination of modern methodology in their 
respective regions and in neighbouring towns as well as initiate fundraising activities to support AzETA branches in the 
regions. 
 
There were 4 groups consisting of 3 trainers in each group. The trainers were AzETA members awarded with the British 
Council and/or OSI trainer training certificates. 
 
Duration of the Project was one academic year.  Project regions were Mingechevir, Lankaran, Khachmaz and Neftchala.  
 
Training period was: 2 day training during autumn, winter and spring School Vacations.  
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Kitty Johnson and George Bishop, former Teacher Trainers of OSI joined the groups in their visits to the regions and 
provided them the trainers with useful feedback. Brian Maguire, ELT Programmes Manager of the British Council, Jim 
Solan, former Senior English Language Fellow of the US Embassy supported the trainers of the Project through joining 
pre-training discussions and during the training. Cara Preuss, Peace Corpse Volunteer in Mingecevir, Eddie McGee, Senior 
ELF in Ganja and Janet Adams, former ELF in Lenkaran helped the trainers during the training. The Project demonstrated 
the effectiveness and lasting result of co-operation. 
 
 

9. RENTA WEBSITE TRAINING 
 

Project aim: Build capacity of the RENTA member TAs on website designing and website 
management 

 
Number of beneficiaries: 16 
 
Project region:  Moscow, Russia 
 
Project period:  25-28 Nov 2004 
 
Donor organisation:   1. British Council managed Hornby Educational Trust 
  2. British Council, Moscow 
 
Project budget  $12,000 
 
    1. $8,000 
    2. $4,000 
 
RENTA – Regional Network of Teachers’ Association is composed of TAs of South Caucasus, Central Asia and the 
Russian Federation (8 Teachers’ Associations), including AzETA.  
 
RENTA held its second seminar in Istanbul, Turkey on 9-11 May 2004 with the financial support of the British Council 
managed Hornby Education Trust.  
 
At the seminar all the representatives of the TAs expressed the need for a professional website of each individual TA 
represented in RENTA. Thus, the idea of implementing a project on training TA representatives for website designing was 
welcomed by all the representatives. With the financial support of the British Council in London and the British Council 
managed Hornby Educational Trust a Project  titled “Developing Teachers’ Associations websites” was implemented on 
26-28 November in Moscow with the below objectives: 
 
1. To build the capacity of TAs to design and update the TA websites 
2. To foster the exchange of information, experiences and documentation among the TAs of South Caucasus, Central 

Asia and the Russian Federation through TA websites. 
 
Ragsana Mammadova and Efsane Huseynova of AzETA were among the trainees. The trainer, Tony Ryan of the British 
Council, Italy organised the course with the below plan:  
 
Day 1  
- my first web page (straight in at the deep end)  
- "jargon-busting"  
- essential html  
- good and bad websites - what makes them good or bad  
 
Day 2  
- working with images  
- adding images and links within a page  
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- linking pages together  
- writing for the web  
- planning your website  
 
Day 3  
- making your site live  
- which software to use  
- scheduling tasks  
- what happens next? 
 
It was agreed that the trainer will have an online session with the trainees to follow up the Moscow training.  
 
The first online session was on 21 December. Some of the participants could join the online session. The aim of the online 
session was mainly just to meet up, explore the TappedIn “environment" and follow up Moscow training. As this was the 
first online session it took some  time before the participants joined the session as all the participants were new to the 
Tappedin. It was decided that next time an agenda would be sent via email for everybody to discuss and to join the online 
session with a clear idea on the topics to be discussed.  
 
The second online session was held on 21 January 2005. The impact of the workshop was that AzETA launched its 
website.  
 

10. AzETA STUDENT GOVERNMENT ASSOCIATION PROJECT 
 

Project aim:  Raise students’ awareness on their rights through involving them in establishing and  
managing SGA 

 
Number of beneficiaries: 120 
 
Project region:  Baku, Sheki 
 
Project period:  1 November 2004 – 31 December 2005 
 
Donor organisation:   US Embassy 
 
Project budget  $3,574 
 
AzETA was awarded with the grant of the Democracy Commission Small Grants Programme of the US Embassy for the 
Project titled “Student Government Association”.  
 
The objectives of the Project were to: 
- Introduce students to the democratic process through campaigns, elections, and representative decision making; 
- Encourage leadership and civic responsibility among students; 
- Foster cooperation between students and school administration; 
- Teach students to see themselves as functional, important members of their schools and communities; 
- Motivate students to organize both school- and community-improvement activities; 
- Support volunteerism among students, teachers, and parents; and 
- Support fundraising projects to provide for self-supporting sustainability of SGAs. 
 
Project Period was November 2004 – July 2005. But seeing the success and effectiveness of the Project, the donor 
organisation, i.e. US Embassy extended it till the end of 2005. 
 
Project Schools were: School No. 177 and 200, Narimanov District, Baku, School No. 164, Nasimi District, Baku and 
School No. 8 in Sheki. 
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AzETA closely co-operated with History Teachers Union, a local NGO. A member of the Union was involved in the 
Project as a Co-ordinator. IFES provides necessary training for the Project needs.  
 
 

11. WORKSHOP FOR THE BRANCH MANAGERS OF SOUTH CAUCASUS TEACHERS’ ASSOCIATIONS: 
EMPOWERMENT THROUGH TEACHERS’ ASSOCIATIONS 

 
Project aim:   Build capacity of the branch managers on branch management and  

organisational skills 
 
Number of beneficiaries: 10 
 
Project region:  Tbilisi, Georgia 
 
Project period:  11 – 12 December 2004 
 
Donor organisation:   1. ELTeCS 
  2. Project Harmony - Azerbaijan 
 
Project budget  1. $4,000 
    2. $700 
 
The aim of the workshop was to bring together some branch managers of the three TAs (AzETA, ETAG – Georgia and 
AELTA – Armenia) in a two-day workshop to share experiences on organisational, branch management issues, learn from 
one another’s branch management experiences, seek the ways of involving all English teachers to be members of the 
branch. Apart from that the aim of the workshop was also to establish co-operation among the branches of the three TAs so 
that they could implement joint projects in future at the branch level.  
 
10 branch managers and heads of AzETA, ETAG and AELTA attended the workshop. AzETA was represented by Afer 
Mammadova, Head of Sheki Branch, Sevda Bagirova, Head of Khachmaz Branch, Khalida Aliyeva, Head of Ganja Branch 
and Durdana Qurbanova, Head of Mingechevir Branch.  
 
The event started with a joint reception for the participants of the 2nd ELT Networking Event and South Caucasus TAs 
Branch managers at the Vere Palace Hotel on 9 December.  
As there was another event for the English teachers simultaneously running in Tblilisi, the participants of the workshop had 
an opportunity to attend the opening ceremony and plenary talk of the 2nd ELT Networking Event held in Vere Palace 
Hotel.  
 
Presenters and facilitators of the workshop were: Andy Keedwell from British Council Armenia, Barrie Watson, ETAG 
Advisor, Diana Miller from the US Embassy, Tbilisi, Eddie McGee from the US Embassy Azerbaijan, Ragsana 
Mammadova, from AzETA, Rusiko Tkemaladze from ETAG. All the presentations were based on the experiences and 
examples of the respective TA that the presenter co-operates with. 
 
In a two-day workshop the participants discussed the issues, like setting a branch, TA menu of services, Communication 
between branches and head office co-operation/communication between branches, writing a project proposal, 
organizational development for Teachers’ Associations, etc. 
 
On the first day of the workshop the participants had an opportunity to visit ETAG Tbilisi and Rustavi Branches where they 
discussed challenges of running a branch, exchanged experiences and opinions. The visit to the branch offices was very 
effective as it was a real TA environment where there was an opportunity to meet some ETAG members, too. 
 
The workshop ended up with a panel discussion where the title of the workshop “empowerment” discussed. The 
participants expressed their impressions emphasising that the workshop met its aims and they would return empowered and 
with lots of new ideas. The participants also exchanged contact details to further co-operation. 
 



 21 

 
# Project title        Page 

 
1. AzETA Mini-Conference 4 ………………………………………………………… 22 
2. Smile Project ……………………………………………………………………... …22 
3. Novruz Party …………………………………………………….………………..… 24 
4. TESOL Conference …………………………………………………………………. 25 
5. Sheki Branch Opening Ceremony ………………………………………………….. 26 
6. AzETA 2nd ELT Conference …………………………………………………………27 
7. AzETA 10th Anniversary Reception …………………………………………………28 
8. 2nd South Caucasus ELT Conference ………………………………………………..29 
9. Equipment Purchase …………………………………………………………………30 
10. Charity Concert ………………………………………………………………………31 
11. AzETA Baku Office Renovation …………………………………………………….32 
12. Enjoy English Summer Camp ……………………………………………………….33 
13. IATEFL Membership ………………………………………………………………..34 
14. Website Designing ……………………………………………………………………34 
15. AzETA Baku Branch Grand Meeting ………………………………………………35 
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17. Study Tours of AzETA Branches  …………………………………………………..37 
18. Children’s 2nd Conference ………………………………………………………….38 
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1. Hornby Trust      $8,244 
2. British Council Azerbaijan    $4,255 
3. US Embassy Azerbaijan     $7,125 
4. IREX       $5,141 
5. AzETA       $2,320 
6. Other: 

1. Jim Solan    $630 
3. British Petroleum    Transportation 
4. ACCELS    $100 
5. Eddie McGee    $170 
6. Project Harmony    $400 
7. British Ambassador    $50 
8. Neil McGurty    $100 
9. Farida Agammedova   $50 
10. Sarah Paulsworth    $150 

 

Total: $28, 635 
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1. AzETA MINI-CONFERENCE 4:  
“SHARING & CARING” 

 
Project aim: Bring beneficiaries of different summer programme together to give presentations 
 
Number of beneficiaries: 70 
 
Project region:  Baku Slavic University 
 
Project period:  15 January 2005 
 
Donor organisation:   British Council 
 
Project budget  $350 
 
On 15 January AzETA held its 4th Mini-Conference titled Sharing and Caring at Baku Slavic University. 
 
The aim of the Mini-Conference was: 

·  to give an opportunity to AzETA members to share the knowledge gained through different programmes they 
recently attended;  

·  to share their experiences with their colleagues;  
·  to gather all the beneficiaries of different programmes under AzETA umbrella so that they can co-operate together 

to achieve better results; 
·  to give the new members an opportunity for feeling of belonging to an ELT community;  
·  to give an opportunity to the new presenters to practice before 2nd AzETA and 2nd South Caucasus Conferences.  
·  last but not least, to promote AzETA.  

 
It was a full day Mini-Conference bringing together about 60 participants, including presenters.  
 
The plenary speaker of the Mini-Conference was Andy Keedwell, English Language Support Manager from the British 
Council, Armenia who shares his impressions below: 
 
“It was a great pleasure to attend the AzETA Mini-Conference in January 2005. I have seen AzETA grow so rapidly over 
the last few years and I was so impressed today by the dynamism and energy of all the teachers I met and the extremely 
high standard of presentation which I saw. opportunity to meet up with old friends and to meet some new ones, and to see 
just how much progress AZETA have made over the last couple of years! The presentations were great and very 
interesting.  
 
The very best of luck with future events.“ 
 
 

2. AzETA SMILE PROJECT 
 

Project aim:  Bring orphans – AzETA Qizildash English Project beneficiaries together to meet  
AzETA Enjoy English Club members and celebrate New Year together 

 
Number of beneficiaries: 50 
 
Project region:  Baku Slavic University 
 
Project period:  29 January 2005 
 
Donor organisation:   1. IREX 
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  2. AzETA 
 
Project budget  1. $141 
    2. $100 
 
With the financial support of IREX AzETA implemented a project for children titled Smile Project.  This was an event 
where AzETA involved some children from Qizildash, some from “Umid Yeri” orphanage (AzETA members teach 
children English in this orphanage, too) alongside with the members of AzETA Enjoy English Club (the Club members are 
the talented children from different schools of Baku). 
 
The aim of the Conference was to bring these children together, to create an environment for them where they could sing 
songs, recite poems, dance, etc. The Conference mainly involved the children with different abilities. The poems, songs, 
performances were mainly in English which enabled the children to practise what they have learned so far.  
 
The guests of the event were: HE Mr Reno Harnish, US Ambassador and Mrs Leslie Harnish, Dr Sahiba Qafarova, Vice-
Rector of Baku Slavic University, Mr George Bishop and Ms Jamie Neczkar of the Open Society Institute – Assistant 
Foundation, Ms Sevinj Asadova, Press and Public Affairs Officer of the British Embassy, representatives from Qizildash 
and Umid Yeri orphanages. 
 
 “Azerbaycan Pioneri” (Azerbaijan Pioneer) and “Eurasia” newspapers published articles on the event. 
 
Participation of HE Mr Reno Harnish, US Ambassador to Azerbaijan and Mrs Harnish of World Vision made the event 
memorable for all of the participants. AzETA extend its acknowledgement to His Excellency and Mrs Harnish on behalf of 
all the children of the event for spending some hours of their week-end with the children and later with the members in 
AzETA office. The children really wore their beautiful smiles during the whole event and we do believe that this smile will 
have a lasting positive impact on their lives.  
 
Although the budget of the Project was very limited, with the kind donation of different stakeholders the event went very 
well and left long-lasting memorable moments with the children. Every single child from the two orphanages that joined 
the event was given a present package where alongside with the Project budget donations were made by different 
stakeholders. 
 
AzETA extends acknowledgement to: 
 
·  George Bishop and Jamie Neczkar, former Teacher Trainers of Open Society Institute - Assistance Foundation for 

their personal donations to the present packages for the orphans that joined the event; 
 
·  British Embassy for the donation to the present packages; 
 
·  the British Council for the usual kind support and donation to the event; 
 
·  Baku Slavic University that hosted the event without any charges for the Conference hall. Special thanks goes to Dr 

Sahiba Gafarova, Vice-Rector on International Relations of the University for her quick response to AzETA needs on 
technical assistance in organising the event; 

 
·  Nigar Baimova to request this money from IREX as an alumnus on behalf of AzETA; 
 
·  Nigar Baimova and Afet Dadashova of the US Peace Corps for personal donations to the present packages; 
 
·  And of course, to all AzETA members who put lots of efforts, energy and time into organising and success of the 

event on completely volunteer basis.  
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3. NOVRUZ PARTY 
 
Project aim:  Bring orphans – AzETA Qizildash English Project beneficiariesand AzETA Enjoy  

English Club members together to celebrate Novruz holiday 
 
Number of beneficiaries: 50 
 
Project region:  Baku Slavic University 
 
Project period:  13 March 2005 
 
Donors:    1. British Ambassador 

2. Neil McGurty, US Embassy 
3. ACCELS 
4. Leslie Harnish, World Vision 
5. Quinta Wooadward, Community Shield Azerbaijan 
6. Kitty Johnson, OSI-AF 
7. George Bishop, OSI-AF 

 
Project budget  1. $50 

2. $100 
3. $50 
4-5. books 
6-7. stationary, clothes and books 
 

AzETA Young Learners SIG organised Novruz celebration for the children on Sunday, 13 March at Baku Slavic 
University. The participants of the event were the children from Qizildash and Umid Yeri orphanages, as well as, the 
members of AzETA Enjoy English Club (EEC) who are the students of different schools of Baku.  
 
The aim of that holiday was to bring orphans and EEC  chldren together and build friendship bridge between them. 
 
20 orphans from Gizildash Lyceum, 20 students from ‘Umud Yeri’, 10 EEC members and students from schools #139 and 
46  participated in the event. 
 
Honourary singer of Azerbaijan Gulyaz Mammadova, representatives of the Public Affairs Office of the US Embassy, 
IREX, Peace Corps,  Open Society Institute were among the guests of the event. Gulyaz Mammadova sang some songs for 
the children.  
 
The students demonstrated different performances on spring, Novruz holiday, traditions and customs, sang English and 
Azerbaijani songs, recited poems, danced.  
 
Some contests had also been arranged for the children. The children had to compete on eating banana and vermicelle first. 
Two children from Gizildash Lyceum became the winners of both contests. They were awarded with special prizes. 
 
The most memorable part of the event was the songs played by Orient X-press band. They sang songs in English they had 
composed and children danced very happily.  
 
At the end of the event all the children were given presents. 
 
This event also demonstrated the success of joint efforts. For such a successful event AzETA extends its acknowledgement 
to the following people: 
 
Mrs Quinta Woodward to add a special flavour to the event through arranging Orient Xpress band's participation in the 
event. Although, Mrs Woodward was in the UK when the event was held she was interested in supporting the event from 
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the very day an announcement was sent. And also with her great support Community Shield Azerbaijan has decided to fund 
AzETA English Project in Qizildash. The organisation has been paying for the transportation of the AzETA members-
volunteers to Qizildash from April on. Before that the British Council was funding the Project for transportation.  
 
Mr Rob Cole and his band Orient Xpress. It was a great opportunity for the children to sing with the accompany of such 
a band. Although there had not been rehearsals, they could understand one another so well that sometimes the children 
wanted to sing more songs, but due to programme limit, it was impossible to realise their every wish. Mr Cole kindly 
promised that he would accept AzETA invitations for future events with these children. Although it was the first chance for 
Qizildash children to dance under such a live music, they were so active and no inhibition that was expected.  
 
Mrs Leslie Harnish and World Vision for the fantastic books that reached to the hands of every single child who attended 
the event. Some of the children recognised their famous cartoon characters when they saw the books.  
 
HE Dr Laurie Bristow, British Ambassador  for his personal cash donation (250,000 AZM) which was used for 
transportation of the Qizildash children.  
 
Mr Neil McGurty of the Public Affairs Office of the  US Embassy for the 2 boxes of clothes that were included in the 
present packages for the Qizildash and Umid Yeri orphanages, as well as for cash donation (100 USD) which was  spent for 
decorating the tables with Novruz cookies and sweets, candles and "samani"s.  
 
Ms Kitty Johnson, Teacher Trainer of the Open Society - Assistance Foundation for coloured pencils (50 sets), 
colouring books (30 copies - the children loved them very much) and notebooks (20) and for the very delicious 
shekerburas. 
 
Mr George Bishop, Teacher Trainer of the Open Society - Assistance Foundation for his donation (shoes) which 
rejoiced Qizildash boys.  
 
ACCELS for very delicious fruits (bananas, tangerines and apples), as well as, for volunteer work of their alumni who 
helped in organising the event.  
 
Amalia Shirinova of IREX and Flora Poladova of Peace Corps for their cash donation with which apples and some 
more Novruz cookies were bought to send to other children in Qizildash who could not join the event.  
 
Jim Solan, Senior English Language Fellow of the US Embassy for his unbending great moral, organisational and 
financial support to all AzETA activities and for being with the children to enjoy the event.  
 
Baku Slavic University for always opening their doors to all AzETA events, hosting these events without any venue 
charge, the authority of Baku Slavic University who are always very kind, supportive and helpful even if the venue request 
comes at the last moment.  
 
Ms Gulyaz Mammadova, famous Azerbaijan singer who kindly joined the event with the initiative of an AzETA 
member and sang a few songs for the children.  
 
Last but not least, to all AzETA Young Learners Specialist Interest Group members who are never tired of working 
with these children (and on volunteer basis!) and thanks to them the children gained hope for tomorrow and belief in 
people.  
 

4. AzETA OFFICER ATTENDS TESOL CONVENTION  
 

Project aim:   Establish relations with TESOL and seek possibilities to affiliate with TESOL 
 
Number of beneficiaries: 1 
 
Project region:  San Antonio, Texas, USA 
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Project period:  26 March – 2 April 2005 
Funding:   US Embassy 

 
Project budget  $3,000 
 
TESOL (Teachers of English as a Foreign Language) is an international organisation of English teachers based in the US. 
TESOL holds its annual conventions every year in different parts of the US.  
 
With the financial support of the US Embassy, Hijran Huseynova, AzETA Vice-President attended TESOL 39th 
Convention held in San Antonio, Texas, US on 26 March – 2 April 2005.  
 
She had a chance to become a TESOL member through attending the Convention. She also met the representatives of TAs 
from the region and worldwide which enabled her to share experience and knowledge on organisational management, to 
learn from others’ experiences.  
 
She attended lots of workshops, open plenary talks, discussion groups during her participation.  
 
As soon as 2 more AzETA members become TESOL members, AzETA will seek membership with TESOL. It will enable 
AzETA members to join TESOL with a discount which will also enable them to attend different TESOL events at the 
membership rate. 
 

 
5. OFFICIAL OPENING OF AzETA SHEKI BRANCH  

 
Project aim:  Extend relations with the teachers of Sheki region. 
 
Number of beneficiaries: All members of the region 
 
Project region:  International School #8, Sheki  
Project period:  9 April 2005 
 
Funding:    

1. Eddie McGee 
2. Sarah Paulsworth 
3. AzETA 
4. Sheki Branch 
 

Project budget   
1. $150 
2. $150 
3. $200 
4. $150 

 
On 9 April AzETA held a successful official opening ceremony of its Sheki Branch. Its success has several reasons. First 
and more important - it demonstrated joint efforts of almost all ELT providers in Azerbaijan. Also, it was a joint effort of 
locals and foreigners.  
 
The following people and organisations had a great role in the success of the opening ceremony: 
 
Sheki International School # 8 provided AzETA Sheki Brnahc with a free location to AzETA in the premises of the 
school.  The school also offered a librarian to manage the Branch library. The school will pay the librarian monthly salary. 
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AzETA Sheki members kindly made donations to the Branch to repair the room. They also arranged the reception after the 
opening ceremony. Members of Student Government Association decorated the school prior to the opening ceremony and 
served refreshments at the reception. 
 
Afer Mammadova, English Instructor of Sheki Education Department helped in organising the teachers’ participation 
in the opening ceremony. Many of them came from remote villages of Sheki to join the event and show solidarity.  
 
Tukran Kerimova, former teacher of that school and Sarah Paulsworth, Peace Corps Volunteer helped the branch in 
many ways since its establishment. They a) liased and arranged the official opening ceremony; (b) always encourage the 
members of the branch for active involvement in the life of the branch. (c) implement AzETA Student Government 
Association Project in Sheki; (d) involved the students of the Project in the official opening ceremony of the Branch; The 
students had decorated the school, helped in preparing the Sheki branch office for opening, announcing the 
programme, as well as the speakers of the ceremony in both languages, arranged the reception after the opening. Sarah got 
funding from Peace Corps to repair the windows of the office and about 500 books from World Vision  to add to the 
library of the branch.  
 
John Metcalf, former Teacher Trainer of the British Council, joined AzETA in celebration to represent the British 
Council 
 
The British Council donated AzETA computers 2 of which were taken Sheki branch. 
 
Jim Solan, former Senior English Language Fellow of the US Embassy, to allocate money from his enhancement 
budget to purchase missing parts of the PC, cd/audio tape player, stationary to be taken to the Sheki branch.  
 
Janet Adams, former English Language Fellow of the US Embassy came from a long way - Lenkaran to share 
AzETA’s success.  
 
Eddie McGee, Senior English Language Fellow of the US Embassy who works in Ganja generously equipped the 
branch office with necessary stuff. After the opening ceremony he stayed in Sheki to give a workshop at the newly 
established branch. 
 
Kitty Johnson and George Bishop, former Teacher Trainers of the OSI-AF also joined AzETA in celebrating this 
special event.  
 
Nadir Quliyev, ACCELS TEA & PIE Projects former Co- ordinator, also joined the celebration to represent ACCELS. 
He encouraged the members that well-existing co-operation between AzETA and ACCELS would continue.  
 
All Peace Corps Volunteers working in Sheki support AzETA and have a good co-operation with their local colleagues.  
 
Robert Savage, PC Volunteer from Yevlax established AzETA's co-operation with that region and brought two local 
teachers to the opening ceremony from Yevlax.  
 
AzETA Standing Committee members, who arranged transportation to Sheki with their own expenses and joined the 
event. AzETA Baku Branch members also donated an audio-tape recorder, some audio-tapes, stationary items to the 
Branch. 
 
 

6. AzETA 2nd ELT CONFERENCE 
 
Project aim:  Bring AzETA members together to report on the work done in the past 1 year, to elect  

Executive Board and to share knowledge 
 
Number of beneficiaries: 150 
 
Project region:  Baku Slavic University 
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Project period:  23-24 April 2005 
 
Donor organisation:   1. IREX 

4. US Embassy 
 

Project budget  1. $5,500 
    2. $500 
 
On 23-24 April 2005, AzETA held its 2nd ELT Conference in Baku Slavic University.  
 
British Ambassador Dr Laurie Bristow, Deputy Chief of Mission of the US Embassy Mr Jason Hyland, Deputy Director of 
the British Council Mr Paul Hilder, Country Director of IREX Ms Nigar Mammadova, representatives of the Ministry of 
Education, Baku Slavic University, Azerbaijan University of Languages, Community Shield Azerbaijan attended the 
opening ceremony of the Conference, welcomed the participants and wished every success to the work of the Conference, 
as well as to AzETA in its future activities highlighting the importance of the Association as an educational NGO with 
strong potential as a valuable counterpart for the organisations involved in professional development in education. 
 
After the opening ceremony the Conference continued its work through a plenary session. The plenary speaker was 
Ruxandra Popovici, English Language Projects Manager at the British Council, Romania, a famous ELT professional of the 
Central and Eastern Europe. The title of her talk was: “Educating English language learners for the 21ST century” 
 
Then the Conference continued its work in the concurrent sessions (5 concurrent sessions at a time). In the course of 
concurrent sessions some special sessions were organised: branch managers meeting, AzETA Executive Board’s meeting 
to discuss AzETA matters, its sustainability, action plan for the next one year and opportunities for establishing AzETA 
branches in more regions of Azerbaijan. These sessions were also attended by the representatives of the organisations 
which co-operate with AzETA to get more information what is happening in the branches, also to exchange opinions and 
provide suggestions, as well as, assistance.  
 
As the aim of AzETA is to empower its members professionally and personally, priority was again given to local teachers 
to be presenters at this Conference.  
 
The Conference listened to the report on the Action Plan for 2004-2005 adopted at the 1st Conference and held elections to 
the Executive Board of AzETA for the first time in the history of AzETA where President, First Vice-President, Vice 
President and 7 Board members were elected at the end of the first day of the Conference.  
 
Day 2 started with the announcement on the results of the election followed by the reports of the AzETA SIGs on their 
activities and action plan for the next one year. Branch managers also reported on their work in the past one year and future 
plans. 
 
 

7. AzETA 10th ANNIVERSARY RECEPTION 
 
Project aim:   Bring AzETA members and AzETA main contacts and donors together to celebrate  

AzETA 10th Anniversary and achievements 
 
Number of beneficiaries: 150 
 
Project region:  Azerbaijan Languages University canteen 
 
Project period:  23 April 2005 
 
Donor organisation:   British Council 

 
Project budget  $750 
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With the Second Conference AzETA also had a chance to celebrate its 10th Anniversary. It was celebrated at the reception 
at the end of the first day of the Conference. 
 
The special guests of the event were Mr David Woodward, BP President, Mrs Quinta Woodward, Community Shiled 
Azerbaijan, Mr Paul Hilder, Deputy Director of the British Council and Mr Jason Hyland, Charge d’Affaires of the US 
Embassy. 
 
In his speech Mr Woodward congratulated AzETA members for their great achievements in these ten years, the importance 
and role of AzETA in quality teaching of the English language and wished all the best to the Association in its future 
endeavours. 
 
Mr Hilder also highlighted the importance of AzETA in the world of ELT in Azerbaijan and once more expressed the good 
partnership relations between the British Council and AzETA. He assured the participants that the British Council would 
always be committed to this partnership and try to support AzETA in its work. 
 
The participants had photos with the guests of the event. 
 
Jim Solan, George Bishop and Eddie McGee organised a live concert to add more flavour to the reception and to have a 
special Anniversary of AzETA. 
 
 

8. 2nd CAUCACUS ELT CONFERENCE: SHARING ACROSS BORDERS 
 
Project aim: Enable the TAs of South Caucasus to share their achievements since the 1st Conference 

and seek possibilities to continue co-operation through joint projects 
 
Number of beneficiaries: 40 
 
Project region:  Tbilisi, Georgia 
 
Project period:  13-15 May 2005 
 
Donor organisation:   1. US Embassy 

2. British Council 
 
Project budget  $2,650 

3. $1,650 
4. $1,000 

 
With the financial support of the US Embassies and British Council offices in the South Caucasus countries and US 
Embassy in Kiyev the English Teachers’ Associations of the three South Caucasus countries held the 2nd South Caucasus 
ELT Conference on 13-15 May 2005 in Tbilisi, Georgia.  
 
AzETA was represented by 40 participants, including 17 co-presenters. There were also 10 representatives of ELT 
providers from Azerbaijan, including Paul Hilder, Brian Maguire and Simon Best of the British Council, Neil McGurty and 
Afet Ibrahimova of the US Embassy, Jim Solan and Eddie McGee, Senior ELFs, Janet Adams, former ELF, George Bishop 
and Kitty Johnson, former SPELTs of the OSI-AF. 
 
The Conference started with the welcoming speeches of the representatives of the donor organisations and heads of the TAs 
of the South Caucasus republics. It was followed by a plenary session by Carolyn Graham: The Creative Classroom: Jazz 
Chants, Music, Poetry, and Storytelling for Language Development. It was a very useful session and all the participants 
were very active.  
 
After the plenary session the Conference continued its work in two 50 minutes’ concurrent sessions.  
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After Day 1, a reception was held at the US Ambassador’s Residence in the honour of the Conference participants. 
 
Day 2 started with three-country Round Table where  heads of AELTA, AzETA and ETAG gave presentations on the work 
of their respective TAs since the First South Caucasus ELT Conference. There were also three 50 minutes and one 25 
minutes concurrent sessions on Day 2. 
 
Day 3 started with the plenary session by George Pickering titled “Teacher Development: Mission Impossible or Voyage of 
Discovery?” It was a very interesting session, especially, for the ones who are interested and involved in teacher 
development. 
 
The Conference once more proved that sharing of experience, expertise helps the participants a lot in both professional and 
personal development. It also creates an opportunity for the Teachers’ Associations to implement joint projects and also 
learn from each other.  
 
Below is how Simon Best, British Council Teacher Trainer shares his impressions on the 2nd South Caucasus ELT 
Conference in his letter to AzETA members: 
 
I’m just writing to thank all AzETA members for their great efforts in making the conference such a success. It was a great 
privilege for me to take part and it was wonderful to see so many high quality presentations and such an atmosphere of co-
operation and sharing.  
 
Congratulations once again. 
 
And below message is from Shane Austin, ACCELS Country Director: 

 
I’ve heard nothing but outstanding things about the Conference. The only thing I’m disappointed about is that I wasn’t able 
to attend. I hope it will be an experience that will be repeated next year. It’s really wonderful that so many of the TEA 
alumni have become members of the AzETA. ACCELS will be looking for more ways we can collaborate with AzETA and 
this type of conference.  
 
Congratulations again.  
 
 

9. CHARITY CONCERT DEDICATED TO  
THE INTERNATIONAL DEFENCE DAY OF CHILDREN 

 
Project aim:  Create an opportunity for AzETA target orphans to celebrate International Defence Day  

of Children 
 
Number of beneficiaries: 130 
 
Project region:  Baku Slavic University 
 
Project period:  1 June 2005 
 
Funding:    

1. Farida Agammedova 
2. AzETA members & their students 
3. Orient Xpress 
4. Mugam Theatre 
5. Flora Kerimova, Honourable Singer of Azerbaijan 

Project budget    
1. $50 
2. $250 
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3-5. Free concert 
 
AzETA implements an English Language Project in Qizildash for the orphans. Young Learners SIG members always try to 
involve these orphans in different events to create an environment for them where they could get acquianted and socialise 
with children of their ages from different schools of Baku. 
 
One of such events was a charity concert dedicated to the International Defence Day of Children held on 1 June at Baku 
Slavic University. 
 
Although it was AzETA's first experience to  organise a charity concert, it went very well. The concert consisted of two 
parts. In part one the singers and dancers of Mugam Theatre performed. At the end of part 1 famous Azerbaijan singer, 
Honorary Singer of Azerbaijan Flora Kerimova joined the concert. The children were so happy to see her. She sang two 
songs and the children took lots of photos with her.  

 

In part two Orient Xpress played for about 1 hour. Orient Xpress had almost all the children dance. Orient Xpress 
encouraged even the shy ones to join others and dance, everybody was reluctant to leave at the end.  

The children from different schools were very active in the charity concert. They bought lots of tickets to contribute to the 
concert. $350 was generated from the concert. $50 of this was spent for the transportation of the Qizildash children and 
$100 was spent for hiring some equipment for the charity concert. The rest of the money will be spent for the summer camp 
to be organised for the children in August 2005.  

For the success of the event, AzETA acknowledges every single person who contributed to the success of the event 
including: 

Mrs Quinta Woodward for her unbending support to Qizildash children and AzETA, and for being with the children 
again in the charity concert, in particular, in spite of her very busy schedule.  

Orient Xpress for their fantastic contribution to the concert. But for them the children would have been just passive 
participants of the event. They managed to enliven the children and had all of them dance. 

Mugam Theatre, especially to Arif Qaziyev, Director of the Theatre for the very nice two-hour concert programme. 

Flora xanim Kerimova, Honorary Singer of Azerbaijan who promised to join the concert from the very first day we 
invited her and in spite of her poor health condition on the day of the concert, she did not break her promise and joined the 
concert enabling the children to take as many photos with her as they wanted.  

Baku Slavic University, AzETA’s very kind landlord for always approving all our requests, helping us in everything and 
for providing us with venue for our events (and for free!!!).  

Farida Agammedova of the British Council thanks to whom AzETA managed to arrange Qizildash children's 
transportation. It was an ever first live concert that these children were participating. 

George Bishop of OSI who as always joined the concert and supported the children and AzETA. 

Malahat Murshudly , President of ITU to join and contribute to the event. AzETA has very good relations with 
Independent Teachers' Union of Azerbaijan.  

Amalia Shirinova of IREX representing IREX at the event and for her personal contribution to the event. 

Last but not least, Mezahir Kishiyev, Director of Qizildash Lyceum # 8 who always makes a favourable condition for us to 
successfully continue our English Language Project in Qizildash. 

 
 

10. EQUIPMENT PURCHASE 
 

Project aim:   Purchase office equipment for Baku Branch 
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Number of beneficiaries: all Baku members 
 
Project region:  Baku Slavic University 
 
Project period:  July – August 2005 
 
Donor organisation:   Jim Solan’s Enhancement Budget 
 
Project budget:  $830 
 
As soon as Jim Solan, former Senior English Language Fellow of the US Embassy arrived in Azerbaijan he learned about 
AzETA and started co-operation with it. He joined lots of AzETA events, contributed to these events with his expertise, 
and whenever needed, financially from his Enhancement budget. 
 
Before his leave he assessed AzETA’s needs for equipment and financially supported for the purchase of the below office 
equipments: 
 

·  Colour printer 
·  Fax machine 
·  Photo copier 
·  White boards 
·  Tape recorder 
·  White board markers 
·  Boxes of A4 paper 

 
Thanks to this support now AzETA has a regular landline and fax services which makes it easier for the members from the 
regions to reach AzETA Head office. AzETA can also easily make photo-copies of the materials its members use for 
different workshops and training. 

 
11. AzETA BAKU OFFICE RENOVATION 

 
Project aim:   Give a fresh look to the office and make it more attractive as an office 

 
Number of beneficiaries: all Baku members 
 
Project region:  Baku Slavic University 
 
Project period:  July – August 2005 
 
Donor organisation:   AzETA 
 
Project budget:  $1,000 
 
After seeing a well-equipped office, AzETA members were very encouraged and decided to give a fresh look to AzETA 
Head office located at Baku Slavic University. 
 
So, AzETA head office had a break in July-August 2005 to arrange a repair work and started a new academic year in a 
newly refurbished office. 
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Loyal AzETA members did most of the work themselves and arranged moving out the furniture before the repair work and 
in after the repair work. Although the office had a break, the work did not stop and the members implemented some 
projects and planned some activities for the beginning of the new academic year. 
 
AzETA acknowledges all its members for their great support to their organisation.  
 
 

12. ENJOY ENGLISH SUMMER CAMP 
 
Project aim:  Bring children (mainly orphans) from Azerbaijan and Georgia together to create a two- 

week English speaking environment for them through different activities 
 

Number of beneficiaries: 10 children from Georgia, 20 from Azerbaijan 
 
Project region:  Zuqulba Recreational Centre, Baku 
 
Project period:  15-22 August 2005 
 
Donor organisation:   1. British Council managed Hornby Educational Trust 
  2. British Council Azerbaijan 
 
Project budget  1. $8244 
    2. $700 
 
With the financial support of the British Council, AzETA Young Learners Special Interest Group started an English 
Language Project for the orphans in Qizildash in October 2004. Now the Project is continued with the fund of BP (British 
Petroleum). 
 
Qizildash is a district in Gobustan region of Baku. There is a Vocational Educational Lyceum No 8 where 50 orphans 
study. These are the children at the ages of 15-17. They get basic vocational training. They live in the Lyceum dormitory. 
The aim of AzETA Project is to teach them some English to enable them to apply for a job or admission to the Universities 
after graduating from the Lyceum. 
 
With the financial support of the British Council managed Hornby Educational Trust AzETA organised a summer camp 
involving 10 children from Qizildash, 4 members of AzETA Enjoy English Club (the Club members are the talented 
children from different schools of Baku). 
 
As a member of RENTA (Regional Network of Teachers’ Association) AzETA also closely co-operates with ETAG 
(English Teachers’ Association of Georgia) implementing joint projects. AzETA involved ETAG in this project, too, and 
invited some children from Georgia to the summer camp. So, this was a partner project. 
 
The aim of the summer camp was to bring these children together, to organise different contests, discussions with them 
alongside with organising a cross-cultural event where the children recited poems, sang songs, and demonstrated 
performances in Azerbaijani, English, Georgian and Russian. The children also had a one-week English speaking 
environment where they had different daily activities that helped them improve their English skills.  
 
The children were also taken to different historical places of Baku, namely, Ateshgah (Fire worshippers Temple), Maiden 
Tower, Old City and to a botanical garden.  
 
"Dan Ulduzu" (Morning Star) children's music group and Orient Xpress, a band composed of different nationalities 
residing in Baku were the guests of the summer camp with their very interesting music programmes.  
 
When the children were asked on their impressions on the summer camp at the closing ceremony all of them said they were 
happy not only for learning the word "friendship", but also feeling and experiencing it. 
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13. IATEFL MEMBERSHIP 

 
Project aim:  Seek possibilities to widen international relations and co-operation 
 
Number of beneficiaries: 500+ 
 
Project region:  UK 
 
Project period:  August 2005 – August 2006 (if successful, there will be continuation) 
 
Donor organisation:   British Council 
 
Project budget  $280 
 
IATEFL (International Association of Teachers of English as a Foreign Language) is an international organisation based in 
the UK with about 3,500 members worldwide. 
 
As AzETA extends its relations externally, too, one of the tasks in AzETA Action Plan for 2005-2006 was to join IATEFL. 
AzETA approached the British Council with the request of funding AzETA to realise this task. Seeing the possible positive 
impact of this co-operation between IATEFL and AzETA, the British Council supported AzETA’s institutional 
membership with IATEFL. 
 
As soon as AzETA became IATEFL member, a request was sent to IATEFL Associates’ Co-ordinator to sign an agreement 
of co-operation between AzETA and IATEFL. The request was approved and AzETA signed an agreement of co-operation 
with IATEFL on 31 October 2005. At the moment, IATEFL has about 70 Associate members worldwide and AzETA co-
operates with many of them through attending their events, inviting them to AzETA events, implementing joint projects, 
etc. 
 
Through this membership AzETA has widened the scope and regions of its co-operation. Also, this membership and 
partnership AzETA enables AzETA to be promoted worldwide through IATEFL website, IATEFL News Letter, ITEFL 
events, etc. 
Seeing the effectiveness of this membership and co-operation AzETA will seek opportunities to achieve sustainability of it. 
 

 
14. WEBSITE DESINING 

 
Project aim:  To reach wider audience 
 
Number of beneficiaries: 500+ 
 
Project region:  Baku 
 
Project period:  June – August 2005 
 
Donor organisation:   British Council 
 
Project budget  $400 
 
Although AzETA was established in 1995, the idea of launching a website was not a priority for AzETA as most of its 
members, including its branch offices did not have an access to internet. 
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In developing Azerbaijan internet made its way to almost all the institutions and many members of AzETA have an access 
to internet both at work and at home. Seeing this development, AzETA realized that to reach its members nationwide 
would be much easier through a website.  
 
So, the idea of launching a website seemed more realistic and AzETA approached a website designer with the request of 
assistance. As soon as an agreement with a professional web designer was achieved, AzETA approached the British 
Council with the financial support of the idea. As a partner valuing all AzETA projects that bring benefit to all its members, 
the British Council approved the project and thus, AzETA managed to launch its website in September 2005. 
 
To assess the effectiveness of the website, which can only be measured by the number of its visitors, a special site meter 
was placed at the bottom of the Home Page which provides AzETA website maintaining team with the number of daily, 
weekly, monthly visitors of the website. 
 
The below chart demonstrates the number of visits per month in August 2005 – January 2006. 
 

 
 
AzETA will do its best to regularly update the website so that the number of its visitors increase every month.  
 

 
15. AzETA BAKU BRANCH MEMBERS' GRAND MEETING 

 
Project aim:  Bring all Baku members together to update on the Action Plan, celebrate Teachers’ 

Day  
and newly renovated AzETA Baku office 

 
Number of beneficiaries: 150 
 
Project region:  Baku Slavic University 
 
Project period:  1 October 2005 
 
Funding:   AzETA 
 
Project budget  $150 
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On 1 October there was a grand meeting of AzETA Baku branch members at Baku Slavic University. The aim was to 
update the members on AzETA Action Plan for September 2005 – September 2006, as well as to celebrate Teachers’ Day 
and newly renovated AzETA office.  
 
Ragsana Mammadova, AzETA President opened the meeting thanking the members for their support to AzETA in many 
ways and congratulated the teachers on their professional day.  
 
Elizabeth Murphy, Public Diplomacy Officer of the US Embassy welcomed the teachers and expressed her willingness to 
further co-operation with AzETA.  
 
Brian Maguire, ELT Projects Manager of the British Council congratulated the teachers on their day and their great job at 
AzETA. He highlighted partnership relations between the British Council and AzETA and mentioned its importance for 
both of them, as well as for the English teachers of Azerbaijan. 
 
Among the guests of the meeting there was Martin Quirke who works with the British Council in Tripoli, Libya. AzETA 
members were happy to see Martin as he was the pioneer of the AzETA-British Council regional visits project. Although it 
is not a real project with specific funds, it is a project where the British Council teacher trainers join AzETA regional visits 
to support AzETA, as well as to give workshops in the regions. 
 
Hijran Huseynova, AzETA Vice-President updated the members on the Action Plan and informed them on the forthcoming 
events. 
 
Leaders of Special Interest Groups reported on the work done since the AzETA 2nd ELT Conference and informed on the 
forthcoming events. After their presentation AzETA new members joined SIGs of their interests. 
 
AzETA website was also presented at the meeting. 
 
The official part of the meeting ended up with the congratulation performance of the members of AzETA Enjoy English 
Club. 
 
After the official part the members had a chance to celebrate Teachers' Day over tea in the newly renovated AzETA office. 
They had a chance to meet Onur Senarslan, newly arrived ELT professional who kindly agreed to continue conversation 
groups.  
 
 

16. 15th ANNUAL CONFERENCE OF IATEFL-HUNGARY 
 
Project aim:  Establish co-operation 
 
Number of beneficiaries: 1 
 
Project region:  Budapest, Hungary 
 
Project period:  7-9 October 2005 
 
Donor organisation:   US Embassy 
 
Project budget  $1,200 
 
As an Associate member of IATEFL, AzETA extends its relations with the other members of IATEFL. With this purpose, 
AzETA President attended 15th Annul Conference of IATEFL-Hungary held on 7-9 October 2005 in Budapest, Hungary. 
 
There were the representatives of different Teachers’ Associations from different countries of the world, including IATEFL 
member TAs.  
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It was an event highlighting different aspect of ELT, as well as the contribution of TAs in this regard. The topics were 
grouped in strands which made it easy for the participants to make their decisions in the choice of a presentation. The only 
challenge of such a grouping was that a participant was expected to attend the strand during the whole day and could not 
change his/her choice after a presentation under a certain strand. 
At the end of the second day of the Conference elections were held to the Executive Board of IATEFL-Hungary. Naturally, 
only IATEFL-Hungary members had a voice in the elections. It was an open election and the members expressed their will 
by hand raising. Some new members were elected to the Board, but the President was re-elected. 
 
IATEFL-Hungary has a very high level of co-operation with the Ministry of Education of Hungary and their staff salaries 
are paid from the Government budget. 
 
On the third, last day of the Conference, the TAs represented at the Conference had a chance to discuss common interests 
and concerns in a trip by boat to a neighbouring historical town where AzETA President talked about the challenges and 
perspectives of AzETA. This was also an opportunity to meet the representatives of the TAs that AzETA had not had a 
chance to co-operate with so far. Through this event, AzETA had a chance to be promoted among the TAs of the Eastern 
Europe. 
 
At the end of the event, it was agreed that the TAs would exchange news bulletins, information, as well as 
participants/presenters in their conferences. 

 
17. STUDY TOURS OF AzETA BRANCHES 

 
Project aim:  Enable the branches to establish co-operation at the branch level, share experience, help  

in problem solving 
 
Number of beneficiaries: 1. 45 

2. 35 
 

Project region:  1. Sheki Branch 
  2. Mingechevir Branch  
 
Project period:  1. 15 October 2005 
  2. 17 December2005 
 
Funding:   1. A) AzETA 
     b) Eddie McGee 
   
  2. AzETA 
 
Project budget  1.  A) $150 
         b) $20 
 
    2. $200 
 
One of the tasks in the AzETA Action Plan for 2005-2006 was to organise study tour of AzETA branches with the aim of 
enabling them to share experience and opinions, to learn from one another’s experiences and to seek ways for co-operation 
among the branches. 
 
The first study tour was organised in AzETA Sheki Branch on 15 October. 50 members from all AzETA branches came 
together to share their experiences. There were also some AzETA members from Zaqatala and Yevlax to see how AzETA 
branches function, as they want to establish AzETA branches in their regions.  
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Until then AzETA branches functioned separately and co-operation among them was not high. The study tour enabled the 
participants to hear success and failure stories of branches. The branches were also given an opportunity to present their 
one-year action plans.  
 
The study tour was funded from AzETA membership fee budget. Eddie McGee, Senior English Language Fellow 
supported transportation of Ganja Branch members.  
 
The second study tour was organised in Mingechevir Branch on 17 December. There were 35 participants from all the 
branches of AzETA. Among the participants, there were AzETA members from Yevlax, Peace Corps Volunteers from 
Sheki, Mingechevir and Zaqatala. Eddie McGee was also among the participants. He contributed to the study tour with his 
useful comments. 
 
This time the participants were given a chance to discuss the followings: 
 
�  What is an NGO? Why do we need NGOs? 
�  What do we know about AzETA? Do we need AzETA? 
�  What is the aim and role of AzETA branches? 
�  What is my role as a member in AzETA? What do I do for AzETA and what can I do for AzETA?  
�  Why do we organise these study tours? Where does the funding come from? 
�  Why is it important that we know what other branches are doing? 
 
The participants were very active in the discussion and accepted that through the discussion they understood more the aim 
and role of AzETA in professional development of English teachers, their own roles in AzETA as members, co-operation 
among the branches and individual members, as well as, co-operation with other organisations.  
 
Funding for this study tour was also from AzETA membership fee budget.  
 
Study tours to AzETA Khachmaz, Ganja and Baku Branches will also be organised by the end of the academic year. 
Members from non-branch regions are also given an opportunity to join the study tour. The aim is to give them a feeling on 
the work of the branches in case they want to establish AzETA branches in their respective regions. 
 
 

18. ENJOY ENGLISH CLUB – CHILDREN’S SECOND CONFERENCE 
 

Project aim:  Bring talented children from different schools together and promote AzETA Enjoy  
English Club 

Number of beneficiaries: 60 
 
Project region:  Baku Slavic University 
 
Project period:  25 November 2005 
 
Funding:   1. EEC 
  2. AzETA 
  3. Participants 
 
Project budget   1. $50 

2. $50 
3. $50 

 
AzETA Enjoy English Club (EEC) held Children's 2nd Conference on 25 November 2005.  
 
The title of the 2nd Conference was: "We are the Children of the 21st Century". The special guest of the Conference was 
Lisa Harshbarger, new Regional English Language Officer from the US the US Embassy in Kyev. At the opening 
ceremony she greeted the children and wished a success to the work of the Conference. Sabir Hamidov, Senior Advisor to 
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the Minister of Education also greeted the children and encouraged them that the Ministry of Education would alwas 
support initiatives as such. Martin Quirke from the British Council, Tripoli, Libya, also welcome the children and 
encouraged them for their initiative of achieving the sustainability of the idea of holding regular conference which is also a 
chance for the children to develop as presenters. 
 
Presenters of the Conference were EEC members - children from different schools of Baku. They gave presentations on 
three topics: World is Our Home, Problems of Teenagers and My View of the 21st Century School. Nigar Talibova actively 
involved all the participants in her presentation through debate on the similarities and differences between the children of 
Azerbaijan and the US. Eldar Ayutov amazed the participants with his excellent English and presentation skills. Mukhtar 
Rasulov was very active in sharing his thoughts during the discussions with the participants. He amazed the participants 
with his critical thinking and the way he approached the issues under discussion.  
 
At the end there was a game with the participants to check their world knowledge in English. All the participants were 
amazingly active and demonstrated best knowledge of world, and in English. The winners of the contest were awarded by 
AzETA with different books in English. The presenters were also presented with books in English. The Conference also 
announced the result of the elections recently held to EEC. Elgun Huseynov was elected the President of the Club, Leyla 
Abdullayeva - Vice-President and Nigar Talibova - Events Manager. As such, AzETA is interested in helping these 
children acquire leadership skills, as well. 
 
43 children from different schools of Baku attended the Conference.  
 
The Conference was funded with the support of AzETA and the members of Enjoy English Club. The participants also 
made contributions to the tea party organised in between the sessions. The organisers of the Conference were EEC 
members. AzETA's aim is to empower these children as the future leaders, too. 

 
All in all, it was a great event and the adult participants of the Conference were amazed with the skills of the children as 
presenters and organisers such an important event.  
 
The Conference was highlighted through "Azerbaycan Muellimi" and "Xalq Hakimiyyeti" local papers, as well as, APA 
(Azerbaijan Press Agency).  
 
 

19. AzETA REGIONAL CONFERENCE  
 

Project aim: Extend the regional co-operation and seek possibilities for establishing more AzETA 
branches 

 
Number of beneficiaries: 80 
 
Project region:  School #3, Neftchala 
 
Project period:  3 December 2005 
 
Donor organisation:   1. British Council  

2. US Embassy 
3. AzETA 

 
Project budget  1. $775 

2. $775 
3. $150 

 
In order to extend its co-operation in the regions, AzETA seeks opportunities to organise workshops, conferences in 
different regions of Azerbaijan. AzETA held its next Regional Conference in Neftchala on 3 December. 80 participants, 
including presenters attended the Conference. They were AzETA members from different regions of Azerbaijan, including 
Sheki, Mingechevir, Zaqatala, Yevlax, Xacmaz, Neftchala, Sumqayit, Baki, Ganja, Qebele, Goychay. 
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The sponsors of the Conference were AzETA, the British Council Azerbaijan and Public Diplomacy Office of the US 
Embassy in Baku. 
 
It was a one-day Conference. The Conference started at 10:00 with a brief opening session attended by the Head of 
Education Department of Neftchala, Director of school # 3 after Nizami Ganjavi, representatives of the British Council, US 
Embassy, OSI and ACCELS. Peace Corps Volunteers from different regions of Azerbaijan also joined the Conference.  
 
The opening ceremony was followed by a plenary talk delivered by Martin Quirke. Then the Conference continued its work 
in concurrent sessions. There were 5 concurrent sessions with 4 presentations at a time. The priority in selecting the 
presenters was given to the AzETA members from the regions as the aim of the Conference was also to empower them as 
presenters. Team presentations were encouraged as team teaching is not that famous in Azerbaijan. Through team 
presentations at the events as such teachers gain skills on team teaching and apply it to their teaching in their workplaces. 
Native ELT professionals also gave presentations.  
 
With this Conference AzETA: 
- enabled the teachers in the regions experience a large-scale ELT event in their region and experience the joy of 

belonging to an ELT community, namely, joy of being an AzETA member; 
- enabled regional co-operation among AzETA  

members from different regions; 
- encouraged regional teachers to give presentations and thus, empowered them professionally;  
- gave an opportunity to the teachers to share knowledge, experiences, concerns on ELT;  
- promoted AzETA in that region and had an opportunity to discuss with the local education authorities the possibility 

of establishing an AzETA branch in Neftchala.  
 
The Conference also enabled AzETA: 
 
- to build on experience of organising regional conferences. AzETA co-ordinated the organisational issues of the 

Conference from Baku through contacting active members and Education Department of Neftchala. The Conference 
demonstrated good regional collaboration between AzETA and Education Department of the region. The latter helped 
in organising the venue for the Conference and reception. 

- Seeing the effective collaboration with Neftchala and interest of the local education authorities, AzETA is hopeful to 
increase the number of its branches and open a branch in Neftchala which means more people will be able to benefit 
from AzETA. 

- After opening its branch in Neftchala, AzETA’s co-operation in that part of the country will be sustainable. 
- AzETA will get more recognition in Azerbaijan through the increase of the number of members that will enable 

AzETA to expand its activities and thus, help quality education in ELT through uniting the efforts. 
- Last but not least, through giving presentations AzETA members developed professionally. There were first time 

speakers among the presenters. The Conference gave them an opportunity to share their knowledge and skills with 
their peers which encouraged them to apply as presenters in future AzETA conferences.  

 
The Conference finished at 17:30 and was followed by a reception where the participants had a chance to informally 
exchange their views on different presentations they listened to during the Conference and possibilities of future co-
operation.  
 
All in all, it was another memorable event for AzETA members. 
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1. Hornby Trust      $11,000 
2. British Council Azerbaijan    $2,930+ 
3. US Embassy Azerbaijan     $13,826 
4. AzETA      $1,000 
5. FLEX      $1960 
6. AMEC      $1,000 
7. Rolls Royce       $1,000 
8. ELTeCS      $1,000 
9. Other: 

1. Eddie McGee    $100 
2. Community Shield Azerbaijan  $150 
3. British Petroleum    Transportation 
4. IREX    $280 
5. IATEFL    $200 
6. Elmira Ilizarova    $50 
7. Ragsana Mammadova   $455 

 
 

      Total: $34, 951 
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1. STUDY TOURS OF AzETA BRANCHES 
 

Project aim:  Enable the branches share experiences, concerns, problems and support each other,  
create and opportunity for co-operation 

 
Number of beneficiaries: 170 
 
Project region:  Baku, Ganja, Khachmaz 
 
Project period:  4 March, 22 April, 20 May 
 
Donor organisation:   AzETA 

British Council  
US Embassy 

 
Project budget:  $350 
  $300 
  $300 
 
One of the tasks in the AzETA Action Plan for 2005-2006 was to organise study tour of AzETA branches with the aim of 
enabling them to share experience and opinions, to learn from one another’s experiences and to seek ways for co-operation 
among the branches. 
 
The THIRD STUDY TOUR  was organised in Baku Branch on 4 March. There were 40 participants from all AzETA 
branches and 2 Peace Coprs Volunteers. As in the previous tours, Eddie McGee also joined the study tour.  
 
In the morning issues regarding branches and their management were discussed with the below discussion points: 
 
�  Branches – why do we need them? 
�  People – who are in charge of what? 
�  Organisational structure of a branch 
�  Financing 

 
After the lunch, the participants had a chance to participate in different workshops as listed below: 
 

1. Eddie McGee, English Language Senior Fellow: “Internet based TOEFL” 
2. Anne Chapman, British Council Teacher Trainer: "Using graded readers in the classroom"  
3. Simon Best, British Council Teacher Trainer: “Facilitating Listening Comprehension”  
 
This study tour was as interesting as the previous ones as the participants had a chance to define their individual roles in 
their respective branches. After sharing experiences, they got new ideas on creating new positions in the branches which 
would lead to developing leadership, management and organisational skills of more members, as well as, making work 
easier in the branches as "Many hands make work lighter". Also, workshop session in the afternoon made this study tour 
different from others as the participants had a chance to get some new ELT skills. 
 
The study tour was funded by AzETA from membership fee budget. 
 
The FOURTH STUDY TOUR was organised in Ganja Branch on 22 April. The meeting started with the news on 
organisational issues, namely, AzETA 3rd Annual Conference and election to AzETA Executive Board. 
 
Then the participants were introduced to the topic of the day: Project Proposal Writing. The participants were given some 
guidelines on effective project proposal writing. After the session they were given a chance to think in groups of some 
project titles, to develop a project proposal and submit to the AzETA Executive Board in 2 weeks’ time. They were also 
provided with the list of some potential donors and were informed on the US Embassy Democracy Commission Small 
Grants Programme. Eddie McGee, Senior English Language Fellow joined this meeting, too and as always contributed to 
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the discussions with his expert views, comments and suggestions. 
 
As always the British Council teacher trainers joined the study tour to give their contribution, too. After lunch Anne 
Chapman had a workshop on dictation. Erika Sigvallius gave a workshop on warmers and fillers. Both workshops were 
very interesting and the participants were very active after a challenging workshop on project proposal writing. 
 
As the previous ones, this study tour was also financed from the AzETA membership fee budget. 
 
AzETA acknowledge Eddie, Anne and Erika to spend their Saturday with the members and give great contribution to the 
event. 
 
The last, FIFTH STUDY TOUR  intended in the Action Plan was to Khachmaz Branch. As it was the last one in this 
school year, AzETA decided to organise it something like a regional seminar. AzETA invited Andy Keedwell, English 
Language Support Manager from the British Council, Armenia as the plenary speaker of the event. Some AzETA members 
were also given a chance to give presentations.  
 
There were 70 participants from different regions of Azerbaijan including, Baki (25, including Andy Keedwell and 3 
British Council Teacher Trainers), Ganja (5), Yevlakh (2), Sheki (5), Mingechevir (5), Khachmaz (22) and Khudat (6). 
 
The event started with an opening session where the Head of Education Department of Khachmaz Region thanked the 
organisers and sponsors of the event emphasising the importance of such events in the lives of not only the local teachers, 
but also their students, and the whole region. 
 
After the opening ceremony children from different schools of Khachmaz sang songs, recited poems and demonstrated a 
performance in English. The children were very excited, especially for doing all this in front of the native speakers. 
 
After the children’s performance Andy Keedwell had his plenary talk titled Teach, learn and associate. It was a very 
interesting topic describing teachers as learners, how teaching and learning associates, also the importance of associating, 
including associations and their impact on the teachers' professional development. 
 
SIG leaders had also half an hour slot to inform the participants on their mission, activities and future plans. 
 
After the lunch the participants had a chance to attend different sessions on ELT given by AzETA members and British 
Council teacher trainers. 
 
In comparison with the previous four study tours. AzETA sought funding for this study tour as it was a more regional 
seminar than a study tour. The sponsors of the event were the British Council and the US Embassy. As always, AzETA also 
contributed to the event through volunteer work and providing stationary support. 
 
Impact of all these study tours was: 
 
�  Now there is a managing committee in each branch. 
�  Now branch managing teams know each other very well. 
�  After each study tour the members were much clearer about AzETA mission and activities to meet the needs of the 

organisation and individual members. 
�  The study tours empowered the branches, in particular, the managing team more. 
�  The study tours demonstrated the power of united efforts and empowered the branches. 
�  The study tours enabled members to regularly be informed on the events to take place in the branches, as well as, in the 

AzETA Head Office. 
�  The study tours enabled the managing team of each branch to visit other branches and compare their work and working 

conditions. 
�  Last, but not least, the study tours enabled non-branch members who joined the study tours to learn more about 

AzETA and its branches, and how to establish and run a branch. 
 
AzETA extends acknowledgement to the donors of the event for supporting AzETA to finish the school year with such 
a big and important event. 
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2. NEWLY QUALIFIED TEACHER TRAINING 

 
Project aim:   to train newly qualified teachers and held them cope with the classroom management 
 
Number of beneficiaries: 80 
 
Project region:  Baku, Ganja, Sheki 
 
Project period:  February 2006 – March 2007 
 
Donor organisation:   British Council  
 
Project budget: 
 
AzETA joined a regional project on Newly Qualified Teachers, which is intended for the years of 2006-2008. The Project 

countries are Azerbaijan, Georgia , Macedonia and Romania . The first co-ordinating meeting under the Project was held in 

Sofia, Bulgaria in February, 2006. Azerbaijan was represented at that meeting by AzETA President Ragsana Mammadova 

and Gulshan Samadova, Co-ordinator of AzETA Newly Qualified Teachers, Brian Maguire, ELT Projects Manager of the 

British Council Azerbaijan.  

 
To discuss the Project materials trainers from the Project countries joined a summer school held in Sinaia, Romania. Sinaia 
summer school started on July 31. AzETA was represented by Amalya Musayeva and Gulshan Samedova. It was a five-day 
summer camp where the participants had an opportunity to share information on education and culture in their respective 
countries with an effort to find common features.  
 
Sue Leather, a highly qualified trainer was hired as a consultant for the Project. She developed starter pack for the newly 

qualified teachers and discussed it online with the trainers from the Project countries. In Sinaia she trained the trainers on 

this starter pack and gave an opportunity to the trainers to organise micro training sessions for NQTs. It was Sue’s genius 

idea to find out how the manual can be introduced by local trainers. The first day the trainers observed three presentations 

of their peers. The second day AzETA trainers made their presentations. The summer camp empowered all the trainers in 

many ways.  

 

The next stage of the Project was to organise training locally. On 12-13 November in collaboration with the British 

Council, AzETA trained some teachers who will train the newly qualified teachers under the requirements of the Project. 

The aim of the training was to: 

 
- raise teachers’ awareness of the problems of NQTs 
- develop teachers’ training skils for teaching NQTs 
- identify future steps of the Project 

 

In two-day training the trainees were introduced to the Starter Pack. Some sample activities were introduced to the trainees 

on the first day of the training. In the first half of the second day of the training the trainees were given a task to prepare for 

a session. Some AzETA members – newly qualified teachers were invited to the training on the second half of the day. 

Involving the newly qualified teachers, the trainees demonstrated their mini-sessions. Their peers and we as trainers 

provided them with feedback. 
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Before the end of the training, future plans were also discussed. It was agreed that the trainees will train the newly qualified 

teachers under a 40 hour-training programme. The training will be held during January and March school breaks. 

 

The Project in Azerbaijan will be implemented in AzETA Baku, Ganja and Sheki Branches. For that reason teachers from 

these branches were involved in the training. This also have a multiplying effect where “Many hands make work lighter”.  

The Project will have lots of benefits to the newly qualified teachers in their professional development and thanks to the 

great co-operation between AzETA and the British Council Azerbaijan the quality of teaching will increase in the country. 
 
We are also very grateful to British Council Baki office, in particular, to Brian Maguire, ELT Projects Manager and 
Gulshan Huseynova, ELT Projects Co-ordinator for all their unbending support to AzETA in general, and to this Project in 
particular. 
 
 

3. AzETA PRESIDENT’S PARTICIPATION IN 40 TH IATEFL CONFERENCE 
 
Project aim:   to represent AzETA at the IATEFL Associate’s Day and 40th IATEFL Conference 
 
Number of beneficiaries: 1 
 
Project region:  Harrogate, UK 
 
Project period:  7-12 April 
 
Donor organisation:   British Council  
  IATEFL 
 
Project budget:  $1,500 
    $200 
 
AzETA is an Associate member of IATEFL (International Association of Teachers of English as a Foreign Language).  
 
As an Associate, AzETA has the below benefits:  
 
�  Receives IATEFL VOICES six times a year.  
�  Has an opportunity to publish brief accounts of what AzETA does on the ASSOCIATES’ PAGES of Issues.  
�  Has a chance to attend and contribute to the ASSOCIATE’S DAY at IATEFL annual Conference. 
�  Has a chance to publicize AzETA events in IATEFL newsletter, IATEFL E-list, and on IATEFL website.  
�  Has a chance to get help in forming PARTNERSHIPS with other teacher associations.  
�  Has a chance to become eligible for IATEFL WIDER MEMBERSHIP SCHEME.  
�  As mentioned in the list of the benefits above, as an Associate AzETA gets a chance to attend Associates' Day and 

IATEFL Annual Conferences.  
 
This year IATEFL held its 40th Conference and Exhibition in the Harrogate International Centre, Harrogate, 
Yorkshire, UK from April 8th - 12th April 2006. AzETA President Ragsana Mammadova and AzETA Vice-President 
Hicran Huseynova were invited to the Associates Day held on 8 April. The British Council Azerbaijan, funded AzETA 
President's participation in the Conference and IATEFL made a complimentary registration for her. 

 
As a Pre-Conference event, they attended the Associates Day on 8 April and had a chance to 
meet the representatives of 60-70 teacher associations from around the world and discussed 
matters of common concern. The Day ended up with establishing network among the 
representatives of the TAs who had joined the event.  



 46 

 
TAs of Hungary, Israel and Iraq joined representatives from Azerbaijan to establish a regional network. An informal 
agreement was reached on: 
 
�  Newsletter exchange.  
�  Having a special corner in the newsletter of each TA to publish news, articles from the TAs of the group.  
�  Achieving sending representatives to the big events, i.e. annual conference of these TAs.  
�  Establishing network among the managing structures of these TAs .  
�  Sharing experiences, information regularly online.  

 
At the main Conference they had a chance to attend:  
 
1. Sessions of 3 Plenary Speakers: 
 
Michael Swan, 'The input to language learning: 2 out of 3 ain't good enough'.  
Jennifer Coates, 'Having a laugh: gender and humour in every day talk'.  
Ryuko Kubota, 'Critical approaches to culture in English Language Teaching'.  
 
2. 5 Publisher Signature Events including: 
 
ELT Journal debate, 'Sorry, but you've got to have a grammar syllabus'.  
OUP event, 'Resource books for teachers'.  
Pearson Longman debate, 'What price self esteem? Image and self image in TEFL'.  
CUP forum, 'ELT in the digital age. Where is technology taking us?'.  
OneStopEnglish/Guardian Weekly event 'Meet the learner of the future'.  
 
3. Symposiums on the following topics: 
 
Academic Writing.  
English as a Lingua Franca.  
Intercultural Communication.  
Reading.  
Teaching for Exams.  
Writing.  
 
Out of over 400 presentations and workshops they attended different sessions separately so that they could exchange 
the ideas and knowledge gained through the sessions. 
 
An Evening programme of extra events including a band concert, talk on local literature, voice workshop and 
International Quiz had also been prepared. 
 
This Conference was different from the previous ones as there were some innovations such as a chance to hear the 
views of Hornby Trust scholars on English Teaching in 'Countries in Transition', reports on Hornby Trust supported 
projects around the world, 'BookCrossing', and Informal Roundtable delegate discussions. 
 
British Council London office also organised a networking event on 9 April where David Graddol, well-known applied 
linguist and language expert gave presentation on his new report on Global English published as a book titled “English 
Next”. 
 
For those who could not attend the Conference daily reports were prepared by the British Council ELTeCS/Teaching 
English Networks Roving Reporters and their weblogs were posted up on the BBC Teaching English website every 
day of the Conference. 
 
All in all, it was a very useful event as: 
 
It created lots of learning and sharing opportunities.  
There was a chance to promote AzETA.  
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Colourful evening events for different Networks had been organised.  
Different sessions provided food for thought.  
Programme was very sophisticated.  
Forums of different SIGs were very helpful to understand their missions better.  
 

 
4. CHARITY CONCERT 

 
Project aim:   to raise fund for organising a summer camp for orphans 
 
Number of beneficiaries: 100 
 
Project region:  Baku 
 
Project period:  1 June 
 
Donor organisation:   British Council  
  Community Shield Azerbaijan 
  Eddie McGee 
  Elmira Ilizarova 
  Ragsana Mammadova 
   
Project budget:  $180 
    $150 
    $100 
    $50 
    $55 
 
AzETA held a fundraising charity marathon in March-August 2006 with the aim of organising a summer camp for the 
orphans-beneficiaries of AzETA English Language Project. AzETA organised such a summer camp in August 2005. More 
information on that summer camp is available on Archive page of our website. 
 

To make the marathon more interesting, AzETA Young Learners Special Interest Group held a  
writing competition among the Enjoy English Club members. In collaboration with the AzETA 
Testing and Assessment SIG the selection committee awarded 1 member of EEC (Nermin 
Ismayilova) with the second prize and 2 members of EEC (Ozal Aliyev and Slava Cherkashin) 
with the third prize. The awards were presented to the winners on the 1 June. On this date AzETA 
held a charity concert dedicated to the International Day of Defence of Children. With the kind 
support of AzETA members Qizildash children-beneficiaries of AzETA English Project for the  

orphans residing in the dormitory of the Technical-Vocational Lyceum #8 in Qizildash could also join the concert. Famous 
singers of Azerbaijan Flora Kerimova, Aygun Beyler, Samed Samedov with his trio, Aslan, Qorxmaz Alili, A Trio, Ehli-
Beyt and Nur music groups, Canbala children's music group, Mugam Teatri (Mugam Theatre) with its music group and 
others sang songs and encouraged the children to dance. 
 
Special guests of the concert were Quinta Woodward of Community Shield Azerbaijan, Cultural Attaches of the Embassies 
of Turkey and Japan, Eddie McGee, Senior English Language Fellow, Catherine Tompson, short-term English Language 
Fellow of the US Embassy. We acknowledge all of them for their support. 
 
Qizildash children had a chance to take photos with some of the singers, Quinta Woodward and their English teachers. 
 
The concert was broadcast by Muz-Express programme of ITV (Public TV).  
 
For their great support to the marathon, as well as to the charity concert AzETA acknowledges: 
 
1. Community Shield Azerbaijan (donated $150) 



 48 

2. Eddie McGee (donated $100 from his enhancement budget) 
3. All the staff of the British Council (donated 160 AZN) 
4. Elmira Ilizarova, AzETA member (donated $20) and her students (donated 26 AZN) 
5. Ragsana Mammadova, AzETA President (donated 50 AZN) 
6. and all the participants of the concert thanks to whom income in the amount of 238 AZN was generated. 
 
AzETA also acknowledges all the above singers for their support to the concert.  
 
Special acknowledgement goes to Dilara Bunyatova, AzETA First Vice-President, Hijran Huseynova, AzETA Vice-
President, Humay Mirzayeva, Leader of AzETA Special Interest Group on Adult Learning, Nushaba Bakhshiyeva, Teacher 
of AzETA English Project in Qizildash, Irada Shafizade, AzETA member-announcer of the concert for their great support 
in organising the marathon and the charity concert. 
 

5. ENJOY ENGLISH SUMMER CAMP 2 
 
Project aim:   to bring orphans together to help them improve their English and enjoy the summer 
 
Number of beneficiaries: 15 
 
Project region:  Qebele, Sheki 
 
Project period:  19-16 August 
 
Donor organisation:   AMEC 
  Rolls Royce 

British Council  
  Community Shield Azerbaijan 
  IREX 
  FLEX 
   
Project budget:  $1,000 
    $1,000 
    $180 
    $150 
    $200 
    $1,960 
 
AzETA organised a summer camp for orphans in August 2005. Seeing the effectiveness of the first summer camp, AzETA 
approached some donors to organise a second summer camp. AMEC, Rolls Royce, IREX and US FLEX programme 
approved the request and AzETA held a second summer camp for the beneficiaries of its English Language Project on 19-
27 August 2006 in Qebele and Sheki with their financial support. 
 
The summer camp started on 19 August in Qebele with an opening session where apart from AzETA President, the 
representatives of IREX and FLEX welcomed the children. The opening was followed by free time for the children where 
they enjoyed the beauty of the nature. 
 
The next day the children were involved in different activities. The teachers had prepared different communicative 
activities and English only atmosphere were created during the summer camp. Although the children’s English was limited, 
they managed to express themselves with their limited English. Day two ended with a cultural event where famous poet 
Tajeddin Shahdagli was invited. He recited some poems for the children and answered the questions of the children about 
literature, poetry and his creative activities. 
 
While in Qebele children were taken to the History Museum of Qebele, Nohur Golu (a lake), Yeddi Gozel (Seven Beauty) 
waterfall.  
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On Day 3 in the afternoon they were taken to Sheki where they stayed till the end of the summer camp, i.e. 25 August.  
 
Apart from the teachers, the members of AzETA Enjoy English Club (EEC) also presented different activities. The 
members of this Club are the talented children from different secondary schools of Baku uniting under AzETA Young 
Learners SIG umbrella. The aim of involving them in giving presentations was to encourage these orphans through 
demonstrating them how their peers fluently spoke English. This encouraged the orphans very much and they were more 
active in the activities given by their peers. They requested to establish EEC in Qizildash, too.  
 
EEC members would also help the teachers in organisational matters during the summer camp. They would encourage the 
orphans to speak English only during the summer camp and would help them during the activities.  
 
Catherine Thompson, English Language Fellow who is based in Ganja also attended the summer with her own expenses 
and stayed with the children in Sheki for 2 days. She gave different interesting activities,  
 
At the closing ceremony the children were given symbolic presents to remember the camp. Some children shared their 
impressions at the closing ceremony thanking the donors and organisers of the summer camp which left them with fond 
memories. The teachers also shared their impressions wishing to organise such events in future, too, as they help the 
children feel belonging to the world. When asked the word they learned at the summer camp, the children unanimously 
said: FRIENDSHIP. They were very happy to leave the camp having made new friends. 
 
 

6. INTERNATIONAL FORUM OF TEACHERS’ ASSOCIATIONS 
 

Project aim:   to exchange experiences, seek ways for furthering co-operation 
 
Number of beneficiaries: 30 
 
Project region:  Sheki 
 
Project period:  7 September 
 
Donor organisation:   British Council managed Hornby Trust 
   
Project budget:  $11,000 
 
In the day by day changing world the role and importance of Teachers' Associations increase and they are accepted as 
important partners by ELT programmes in their respective countries, as well as the Ministries of Education. 
 
As a teachers' association, AzETA also gains more recognition throughout the country. The Ministry of Education of the 

Republic of Azerbaijan acknowledges AzETA's contribution to the Education Reform Project 
carried out with the World Bank credit.  
 
AzETA also very closely co-operates with analogues organisations in the region and worldwide. 
To further this co-operation and seek new opportunities for implementing joint projects, AzETA 
held a one-day forum of teachers' associations that AzETA co-operate with or seek ways to 
establish co-operation. With this aim AETA approached some TAs as well as some Hornby 

alumni who have connections with the TAs of their countries. TAs of Turkey (INGED), Georgia (ETAG), Pakistan 
(SPELT) and Kyrgyzstan (FORUM) welcomed the idea and agreed to join the Forum. These are the TAs that play 
important role in promoting ELT network reform agendas in their countries and/or in the region. Some of these TAs belong 
to the same network. Some of them are the members of RENTA (Regional Network of Teachers¡¦ Associations that unites 
TAs of the South Caucasus, Central Asia and the Russian Federation), like AzETA, ETAG, FORUM; some of them are 
associate members of IATEFL (UK), like AzETA and INGED.  
 
The Forum was held on 7 September 2006 in Sheki, northern region of Azerbaijan. The Forum 
enabled the representatives of the TAs to discuss common issues of concern, exchange 
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experiences, seek opportunities to further co-operation and widen the scope of the network. Hornby Alumni from 
Azerbaijan, Bangladesh and Pakistan also joined the forum with the aim of helping their TAs revive and seek opportunities 
to connect their TAs with the networks of well-functioning TAs to learn from their experiences and to implement joint 
projects.  
 
The main sponsor of the event was the British Council managed Hornby Education Trust. The US Embassy in kyrgyzstan 
funded the participation of the representatives of Forum (TA of Kyrgyzstan) to join the Forum of the Teachers' 
Associations. Dr Lisa Harshbarger, Regional Language Officer from the US Embassy in Kyiv also joined the Forum.  
 
The objective of the Forum was to achieve better results through uniting efforts. Networks are very crucial in achieving 
better results. Although there exist online networks of TAs (e.g. RENTA), it is crucial that these networks once in a while 
gather together to exchange experiences, seek ways for furthering co-operation, implementing joint projects and helping 
one another in solving problems that individual TAs might experience.  
As such, the aim of the Forum was to bring together the representatives of the TAs to: 
 
�  Exchange information on how changes in education system in their respective counties are perceived by those working 

to combat it and what are the attitudes towards the TAs involved in these changes directly or indirectly, what they 
think of their own needs, the needs of their members in the context of change;  

�  Exchange experiences on what changes, practices etc have been successful or not in their practices, as well as the 
projects they have implemented; 

�  Discuss the ways of furthering co-operation among the TAs through implementing more joint projects; 
�  Seek possibilities of furthering the existing good networking among the TAs; 
�  Seek possibilities to establish and/or extend relations with the UK; 
�  Help the TAs with some difficulties live out these difficulties and involve them in the network and projects; 
�  Share experiences on organisational management in general and branch management, in particular. 
 
The Forum was followed by the meeting of the Hornby Alumni where some ideas on implementing joint projects were 
generated.  
 
Thanks to the Hornby Trust funding the Forum participants were able to attend AzETA 3rd Annual Conference on 8-10 
September 2006. All the participants gave presentations at the Conference on different topics 
 
 

7. AzETA 3rd ELT CONFERENCE 
 

Project aim:   Growth and development of AzETA 
 
Number of beneficiaries: 150 
 
Project region:  Baku 
 
Project period:  8-10 September 
 
Donor organisation:   British Council 
  US Embassy 
  AzETA  
   
Project budget:  $1,000 
    $2,452 
    $400 
 
AzETA held its 3rd Annual Conference on 8-10 September 2006. The purpose of the Conference was to bring together 
English teaching professionals from different countries to address the perspectives and challenges of teaching English as a 
foreign and/or a second language.  
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There were 40 presentations on different topics including: 
 
�  Teaching Civic Education through ELT 
�  Methods and Teaching Skills  
�  Using Technology for Teaching English 
�  Materials development 
�  English for Specific Purposes 
�  Teaching English to Young Learners 
�  Testing and Assessment 
�  And more 
 
Teachers Associations from Turkey (INGED), Pakistan (SPELT), Kyrgyzstan (FORUM), Georgia (ETAG), Bosnia and 
Herzegovina (BHETA) were represented at the Conference. 
 
ELT professionals from UK, US, Turkey, Iran, Hungary, Bangladesh, Turkish Republic of North Cyprus, Pakistan, 
Kyrgyzstan, Georgia, Bosnia-Herzegovina attended the Conference as presenters. Plenary speakers of the Conference were: 
 
1. Dr Colin Campbell, University of Reading, UK (funded by the British Council, Azerbaijan) 
 
2. Dr Lisa Harshberger, Regional English Language Officer, US Embassy, Kyiv (funded by the US Embassy, Ukraine) 
 
3. Dr Zoltan Poor, President, IATEFL-Hungary (funded by the British Council, London and AzETA). 
 
�  On Day 1 of the Conference the participants faced a challenge. The venue of the Conference 

had been agreed to be Baku Slavic University. However, the opening session of the 
Conference was held at Aqua Park Entertainment Centre due to the visit of the President of 
Ukraine to Baku Slavic University. This unexpected visit challenged AzETA Executive 
Board, but finally a solution was found ¡V to start the Conference at Aqua Park 
Entertainment Centre. Although the opening started much later than it had been scheduled, 
Ambassadors of UK and US waited for the information on the start of the opening and joined 
the opening session with a very short notice to encourage the participants with their very supportive speeches. Below is 
the speech of HE Dr Laurie Bristow, British Ambassador to Azerbaijan: 
 
"I am honoured to be asked to say a few words at the beginning of AzETA's annual conference. 
 
I hardly need to introduce to this audience the good work that AzETA is doing to support English language teaching in 
Azerbaijan. and I think everyone here is aware of the role of the British Council plays, in Azerbaijan and worldwide. 
 
The relationship between AzETA and the British Council is one of true partnership. 
 
I would like to draw attention to some of AzETA's important achievements during the last year: 

 
�  AzETA has launched its website. This has helped AzETA's membership to expand. And it is enabling ELT professionals 

to communicate with each other more effectively, both within Azerbaijan and abroad. I am told that there are ELT 
professionals from UK, US, Turkey, Hungary, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Iran, Georgia, Kyrgyzstan, Pakistan, 
Bangladesh and Cyprus attending this Conference. 

�  AzETA has become an Associate member of IATEFL. 
�  And AzETA has joined two important regional projects run by the British Council, including one whose purpose is to 

support newly qualified teachers. 
�  Together with the British Council AzETA has run regional workshops to extend its activities outside Baku. 
 
I would like to draw your attention also to an important part of AzETA's work that is not directly related to English 
language teaching. AzETA has continued to grow and develop as an independent non-governmental organisation. Its 
members are working hard to ensure that it is run in an effective and democratic way and makes its voice heard. And its 
members continue to develop their links with other civil society organisations. In a country where civil society is still 
finding its feet, there are important achievements. 
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I congratulate you for what you have achieved so far and for what I know you are going to achieve in future.¡  ̈
 

After the opening session Dr Lisa Harshbarger gave a plenary talk titled: "What Works 
in the English Language Classroom". As the plenary was held in Aqua Park Entertainment 
Centre, Dr Harshbarger demonstrated highest professionalism to cope with the challenge to give 
her talk without any equipment and to adapt her talk to the requirements of the hall, as well as, to 
fit it to the framework of the programme.  
 
The plenary talk was followed by concurrent sessions. The presenters of these sessions also faced 

a challenge as due to the above-mentioned reason, the rooms spared for concurrent sessions were not available and as such, 
the presenters had to cope with under-equipped rooms, which required high professionalism, too.  
 
The day ended up with a reception dedicated to the 3rd Conference at Aqua Park Entertainment Centre with the financial 
support of the British Council. Famous singers of Azerbaijan, including Honorary Singer of Azerbaijan Azer Zeynalov 
joined the reception to sing songs where the participants had a chance to dance. In spite of the challenging start, Day 1 of 
the Conference ended up leaving fond memories with the participants. 
 
Day 2 started with the plenary talk of Dr Colin Campbell of Reading University, UK titled "Product and Process". The 
participants found the talk very useful in many ways. The talk also provided the participants with food for thought.  
 
There were 4 concurrent sessions on Day 2. This Conference was different from the previous ones in the sense that 
alongside with their teachers 5 members of AzETA Enjoy English Club: Nigar Talibova, Elgun Huseynov, Eldar Ayutov, 
Leyla Alizade and Leyla Abdullayeva gave presentations. The aim was to encourage these talented children and also to let 
wider audience know about them and acknowledge them for their fantastic co-operation with AzETA. They also helped in 
organisational issues of the Conference each being responsible for a room for the concurrent sessions. By the way, it was 
the 5th anniversary of Enjoy English Club on 8 September. AzETA will celebrate this anniversary in October in Children¡¦s 
3rd Conference to be organised together with the Club.  
Day 2 also included roundtable of ELT stakeholders in Azerbaijan. These meetings are held a couple of times a year to 
share information on one another's programmes, forthcoming events, etc. Each time a meeting is hosted by an ELT 
stakeholder. At the last meeting hosted by the British Council it had been agreed to organise the next meeting at AzETA 
3rd Conference. The British Council, Public Affairs Office of the US Embassy, ACCELS and Peace Corps were 
represented at the roundtable organised on Day 2 and briefed the participants on their activities, respective exchange 
programmes, forthcoming events, etc.  
 
Day 2 ended up with the report of the Executive Board made by AzETA President Ragsana Mammadova followed by the 
election to the vacant positions at the AzETA Executive Board where Elmira Ilizarova was elected International Relations 
Officer, Farida Huseynova IV SIGs Co-ordinator and Vusala Aliyeva IV Branch Managers¡¦ Co-ordinator.  
 
Day 3 started with plenary talk by Dr Zoltan Poor, President of IATEFL-Hungary. The title of his plenary talk was: "The 
changing roles of teachers in contemporary languages education". The talk based on some true-life stories, also involved 
the participants into discussion through questions.  
 
There were two concurrent sessions on Day 3 which ended up with closing session followed by usual raffle which helped in 
finishing the Conference with a happy end in spite of challenging start. 
 
The sponsors of the Conference were British Council and the US Embassy. Participation of the international presenters was 
possible thanks to the funding from the British Council Hornby Trust.  
 
AzETA acknowledges the Ambassadors of the UK and US, the donors, plenary speakers, international and local presenters, 
Enjoy English Club, all participants for their support to the Conference and demonstrating solidarity in coping with the 
challenge that AzETA faced during the Conference. 
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8. WORKSHOP UNDER ELTeCS PROJECT 
 

Project aim:   Regional Project to train a group of teachers with the same materials 
 
Number of beneficiaries: 30 
 
Project region:  Baku 
 
Project period:  11 September 
 
Donor organisation:   British Council managed ELTeCS 
   
Project budget:  $1,000 
 
AzETA joined a regional project with the funding from the British Council managed ELTeCS. The aim of the Project is to 
train teachers from the project regions with the communicative methods of teaching English.  
 
With this purpose, the trainers of the Project from the side of AzETA Esmira Rahimova, Tarana Bayramova and Vafa 
Yunusova held a series of workshops for AzETA members. 
 
On 11 September they held a one-day training for 30 AzETA members from different regions of Azerbaijan. the following 
topics were covered in the training:  
 
- Classroom Management 
- Developing writing skills through different writing activities 
- Teaching Listening using Pre/while/post frame, Troubleshooting  
- Approaches to ELT: Task Based Learning  
 
The participants found the training very useful. This was also a good start for them for the start of the new school year. 
 
Brian Maguire, ELT Projects Manager and Gulshan Huseynova, ELT Projects Co-ordinator of the British Council, Glenn 
Deckert, Senior English Language Fellow attended the opening of the training. 

 
 

9. ENGLISH ACCESS MICROSCHOLARSHIP PROGRAMME 
 

Project aim:   To teach English to some students with limited access to education 
 
Number of beneficiaries: 80 
 
Project region:  Baku, Lenkaran, Qebele 
 
Project period:  October 2006 – July 2007 
 
Donor organisation:   US Embassy 
   
Project budget:  $10,524 
 
AzETA started a special project for the children who are from vulnerable families and thus have limited access 
to education, as well as attracted to religious schools (madrasas). The aim of the Project is to teach these 
children English, to encourage them for integrating with the wider society to become worthy citizens.  
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AzETA tested 8 teachers among its members to teach the children in Baku. 2 teachers were appointed for Lenkaran and one 
teacher for Qebele. Co-ordination meetings were held both in Lenkaran and Qebele to discuss the details of the Projects 
with the Project teachers from these regions.  
 
Under the Project terms, 8 groups were established in Baku, 3 groups in Lenkaran and 2 groups in Qebele. There are 5 
students in each group. The textbook used for the purposes of the Project is World English (Volume 1).  They have 4 hours 
per week. The Project also envisages one month summer camp in July 2007. 
 
Apart from teaching these children English, AzETA also involves them in different events, celebrations of Azerbaijan and 
US holidays. Many of these children attended 3rd Conference of the children organised by the AzETA Enjoy English Club. 
Seeing the high level of their peers from the Enjoy English Club, the children of the Project got more encouraged to learn 
English better.  
 
If the Project is successful, AzETA will seek an opportunity to extend the scope of its territory and will implement it in 
more regions of Azerbaijan where the children face the same situation. 
 
 

10. CHILDREN’S 3 RD CONFERENCE 
 

Project aim:   To help children develop and celebrate 5th anniversary of Enjoy English Club 
 
Number of beneficiaries: 50 
 
Project region:  Baku 
 
Project period:  18 October  
 
Donor organisation:   IREX 
  AzETA 
 
Project budget:  $80 
    $200 
 
Enjoy English Club was established on 8 September 2001 within Azerbaijan Independent Teachers’ Union. The founder of 
the Club is Dilara Bunyatova, AzETA 1st Vice-President, English teacher of school #46. 
 
Since 2003 the Club has been functioning in AzETA. The Club members are talented students from different schools of 
Baku. With their initiative AzETA has organised 3 conferences of children. The 1st Conference was held on 18 October 
2004 in collaboration with ACCELS at its premises. The special guest of the event was Patricia Sullivan, Regional English 
Language Officer (2003-2005) from the US Embassy in Kyiv.  
 
EEC 2nd Conference was held on 17 October 2005 at Baku Slavic University where the children gave presentations on 
different topics. The Conference was followed by a cultural event where the children danced, sang songs, recited poems in 
Azerbaijani and English. 
 
Seeing the effectiveness of all these events and to empower these children more, AzETA organised Children’s 3rd 
Conference on 18 October where AzETA also celebrated 5th Anniversary of establishment of Enjoy English Club.  
 
The celebration of the Club’s 5th Anniversary was held at the Aqua Park Entertainment Centre. 
 
The title of the Conference was: We are the Children of the 21st Century. By format it did not differ from AzETA ELT 
Conferences – two of the Club members – Eldar Ayutov and Nigar Talibova were the plenary speakers of the Conference. 
Leyla Abdullayeva made a presentation on the activities of the EEC since its establishment. 
 
After the opening session, the conference continued its work in concurrent sessions. EEC members gave presentations on 
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different topics including – Problems of Teenagers; 21st Century School; Parents and Us; Music in Our Life; Conflicts are 
Good, Conflicts are Bad, etc. Apart from EEC members there were participants from different secondary schools of Baku. 
With kind support of the Community Shield Azerbaijan AzETA managed to bring Qizildash children, too. AzETA 
Microscholarship Programme students were also among the participants. All the children were very encouraged to see their 
peers to give presentations where they were actively involved in discussions.  
 
Elizabeth Murphy, Second Secretary of the US Embassy, Afet Ibrahimova, Education Assistant of the US Embassy, Quinta 
Woodward from Community Shield Azerbaijan, Glenn Deckert, Senior English Language Fellow were among the 
participants, too. At the opening session Elizabeth Murphy and Quinta Woodward express how much they were impressed 
with the level of the students. 
 
Different TV companies, including ANS, Lider, ATV, ITV highlighter the event in their different programmes during the 
day. 
 
The funding was from the members of the EEC. AzETA acknowledges IREX for sharing some costs of the Conference. 
 
 

11. AzETA PRESIDENT’S PARTICIPATION IN 10 TH INGED CONFERENCE 
 

Project aim:   To establish relations with INGED and to give a presentation 
 
Number of beneficiaries: 1 
 
Project region:  Selcuk University, Konya, Turkey  
 
Project period:  3-6 November 
 
Donor organisation:   US Embassy 
   
Project budget:  $550 
    $400 

 
AzETA President Ragsana Mammadova attended 10th INGED International Conference on 
3-6 November. She gave a presentation titled: Teachers Communicate via Behaviour on 4 
November. In her presentation she underlined the importance of teachers associations in the 
personal and professional lives of the teachers.  
 
The Conference was organised at the high level. There were about 230 participants in the 
Conference from different parts of Turkey. The plenary speakers were ELT celebrities from 
Turkey, the UK and the US. Co-operation among INGED and different universities of 

Turkey is exemplary. Selcuk University, where the 10th INGED International Conference was held, demonstrated a high 
level co-operation providing INGED with all its facilities to hold a high level conference.  
 
Co-operation between INGED and the British Council & US Embassy is also very good. They were the major sponsors of 
the event and funded the plenary speakers of the Conference.  
 
Involvement of the famous publishers in Conference sponsorship was also very worthwhile.  
 
Volunteer pre-service teachers were involved in assisting the organisers in different issues. The rooms for concurrent 
sessions were under the control of these pre-service teachers. They would introduce each presenter to the participants at the 
beginning of the session. Also, as the participation in the sessions was limited, special cards had been prepared for the 
participants to take before the session so that the rooms are not overcrowded.  
 
AzETA President also had a chance to meet the President and Vice-President of INGED, as well as some Board members. 
They exchanged information on the work of their Associations, sought opportunities for furthering co-operation. INGED 
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demonstrated great interest in AzETA Special Interest Groups, as well as, AzETA Enjoy English Club. INGED was also 
interested in the ways how AzETA runs its branches. INGED has one office only which is in the capital city Ankara. It 
makes it difficult for INGED to reach all English teachers of the country. It was agreed that the conferences, events of both 
organisations would be advertised on the websites of both Associations, exchange of participants/presenters would be 
arranged at the conferences of both Associations. Further co-operation will be sought through implementing joint projects.  
 
AzETA acknowledges the US Embassy for creating such an opportunity for AzETA President which laid the foundation of 
co-operation between the two Associations.  
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acknowledgement to: 
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�  US Embassy, Azerbaijan 
 
AzETA acknowledges the below organisations and companies for financial support to different AzETA 
projects: 
 
�  ACCELS 
�  AMEC 
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�  Peace Corps Azerbaijan 
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5. Anne Derse, US Ambassador to Azerbaijan 
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7. Brian Maguire, ELT Projects Manager, British Council, Azerbaijan 
8. Charlie Shield, Peace Corps Volunteer 
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9. Crystal House, Senior English Language Officer (1994-1996) 
10. Eddie McGee, Senior English Language Officer (2004 – 2006) 
11. Elizabeth Miller, Short Term Teacher Trainer, ACCELS (October – December 2004) 
12. Elizabeth Murphy, Second Secretary, US Embassy, Azerbaijan 
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25. Dr Laurie Bristow, British Ambassador to Azerbaijan  
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29. Prof. Misir Mardanov, Minister of Education of Azerbaijan 
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31. Paul Hilder, Deputy Director, British Council Azerbaijan (2004 – 2006) 
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